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Your history of America [Adbusters #53] 
begins with the white man’s arrival on 
the continent. Up to 40,000 years of 
indigenous history is ignored; only 

its end is mentioned. This was the first 
and biggest genocide in American 
history, setting a precedent for all the 
later events. 








BE NICHOLAU 
Toronto, Ontario 


“Hope and Memory” is the most 
important work I’ve ever seen you 
produce. As a high school history 
teacher, I'm aware that the past is 
depicted just as one-dimensionally as the 
present, and that publishers have given 
us at best a lopsided story, at worst the 
curse of false memories. 

I see Channel One News piped into 
my classroom every day, its glitzy, slick, 
hip, half-truths and misrepresentations 
produced in mtv style, laced with 
adverts for Doritos and the Army 
that are spun as a video game's hyper- 
moralistic quest of goodness over evil. 
Thave my students look for the angles 
of bias in their stories, and they're 
getting good at it. 

CHRISTOPHER NELSON 
Tucson, Arizona 


The media tells us how basically 
good we are, hides the past, promotes 


unaccountability, and makes us all 
collectively complicit. If we really 

want to clean up this nation, we must 
fearlessly investigate the facts of US 
motives and behaviors in all post-World 
War Il regional military invasions and 
occupations. The truth shall make us 
free, and happier as well. 





JAY JANSON 
New York, New York 





I was one of millions of viewers сеп 
ing Nightline last night on my 
local anc affiliate, wsyx Channel 6. 
The Bush administration has been key 
in allowing large media companies to 
own multiple stations in markets. If we 
don't fight this, a few corporations will 
control all the TV, radio and newspaper 
outlets. I have left messages on as many 
voice mails at Sinclair broadcasting as I 
could. Their web address is: <www.sbgi. 
net». Click on their “Contact Us" page, 
then express your outrage; fax them with 
the word “Censor” on the main page, 
followed by 20 black sheets of paper. 
This will use up their toner, I have called 
two ceos of the companies that advertise 
and told them that I will no longer 
purchase their products because they 
support Channel 6. The only way we can 
make a difference is if we can affect the 
bottom line of these news stations. 
PETER ZAFRIDES 
Columbus, Ohio 




















Fox preys upon people's lack of self- 
esteem by offering to make them pretty 
on the outside on The Swan, while 
proving plastic is the true substance of 
the world. And for a station that tries to 
be a social advocate, MTV is completely 
image conscience and product driven. 
How can they not see the damage 
they're doing by running ads that claim 
to be socially responsible (Take a Stand 
Against Violence, etc.) during a show 
called Pimp My Ride? Today, plastic is 





The list of 163 military interventions in ‘Hope and Memory’ [Adbusters #53] was our 
most challenging research project yet. Readers pointed out three errors: Tchaikovsky's 
“1812 Overture" honors Russia's victory over Napoleon, not the War of 1812; Walden 
Pond of Henry David Thoreau fame is in Massachusetts, not New York; and the 1994 
Rwandan genocide killed 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus. 

We've made these corrections in a flash animated version of the list you can check 
out at <www.adbusters.org>. And thanks for your help readers. 


pretty and thinking is not. 
TODD SHEWCHUK 
via email 


Tess Rheinhardes analysis of why the 
unilateralist US abhors the multilateralist 
International Criminal Court [Adbusters 
#53] is quite poignant. But the “legality 
of [the US's] rampage through history” 
would not actually be on trial at the 
їсс, because the court doesn’t have 
retroactive jurisdiction. This is designed, 
in part, to encourage past pariah states 
to reform and commit to good global 
behavior. What's most terrifying, 
however, is that in rejecting the icc and 
thus asserting their immunity from the 
court, the US has pledged ro not cease 
war crimes, crimes against humanity, 
or genocide in the future. 
They have also enacted legislation 
asserting their right to retrieve nationals 
from the icc, with military force if 
necessary, This “Hague Invasion Act,” 
as it’s being called, is a bold assertion of 
how little esteem the US holds for the 
rest of the world. 

















STEPHEN BUCKLEY 
Vancouver, British Columbia 


I'm not old enough to vote, but lm 
paying attention now so that Pll make 
an educated decision when I can. That's 
hard with all the bullshit on TV, though. 
Two months ago, MTV launched 20 
Million Loud, a campaign encouraging 
20 million more young adults to vote 
than the last election. I tuned in for an 
interview with John Kerry. The host of 
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the show gave a short bio on Kerry's 
college life, to make the audience 
connect with him, and then the senator 
answered some questions. One guy, 
about 19, asked, “Senator Kerry, you 
seem like a pretty cool guy. But tell me, 
how cool were you in college?” 

1 expected more, even from MTV. 
What are these young people going to 
base their vote on? мту has convinced 
1o million of them to vote with this 
campaign; so these people tuned in, 
seeking information to help them make 
a decision. But now, they're basing 
their vote on a candidate's coolness. 
These brainwashed idiots will affect the 
election, and thus, the rest of the world. 
Good luck humanity. Thanks, mtv. 

TERRYNE 
Salt Lake City, Utah 





I was disturbed by the piece in Adbusters 
#52 which begins, “It has come down to 
this: a fight to the finish against the evil 
forces of capital . . . " While I agree that 
greed — and indifference to the suffering 
it causes — must be confronted, your 
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ANONYMOUS 


words come very close to an incitement 
of violence: “We attack in the dead of 
night . . just one hand-held rocket 
launcher." I take issue with the emphasis 
of tearing down, rather than building 
alternatives that keep hope alive, even in 
our decadent consumerist society. 
JOHN KASTNER 
Rochester, New York 


You have urged us to "attack in the dead 
of night and under the noonday sun,” 
[Adbusters #52] and give us a number 
of ways to fulfill this call. But let's think 
back to what worked in perilous times 
and what got us through. There was 
Buddha, Jesus, Gandhi, King, And there 
is Thich Nhat Hanh, What has worked 
in these times has been peace. Peaceful 
minds, peaceful actions, resisting 
immediate desires to lash out, retaliate, 
harm and destroy. Peace. It worked as 
short as 40 years ago. 

MICHELLE PHILLIPS 

via email 


Adbusters #52 has an article which 


celebrates Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva as a change promoter. This 
does not represent the reality that each 
day becomes clearer for the Brazilian 
people. Social programs Lula promised 
have not been implemented. Instead, new 
names were given to existing programs. 
Even his Fome Zero (“Zero Hungry”) 
program, the most discussed of all social 
programs during his campaign, could 
soon end, Corruption accusations are 
everywhere, and his government wor! 
to stop proper investigations, We do not 
need embraces from our president, we 
need him to solve our people’s problems. 
We need Lula to be president and govern 
with concern for his people. 
FABRICIO AVINO 
Sáo Paulo, Brazil 








You say in Adbusters #52: “if we begin 
a slow march towards global governance 
and a world parliament, nothing can 
stop us.” Global governance? Was that 
our goal? It seems to me that a global 
government has the potential to be a 
thousand times worse than one crooked 
superpower, If you think it's hard getting 
your voice heard now, just wait until its 
mixed in with seven billion others. What 
if this new government looked like the 
United States, except scarier? Or China, 
except more oppressive? Sovereign 
nations ensure that a diversity of values 
are maintained, that one group never 
becomes too powerful, and that there’s 
always somewhere else to go. 
PATRICK MESSALL 
Fort Collins, Colorado 

















I just saw <www.blackspotsneaker. 
org», and I'm impressed. The Blackspot 
sneaker may be the first North American 
corporation that embraces a form of 
stakeholder arrangement instead of the 
traditional shareholder model. The work 
you're doing could benefit society and 
aid the development of a more natural 
capitalism, which would create discourse 
on consumption in the West. I urge you 
to read Corporation Nation by Charles 
Derber. The ideas in this book have 
incredible potential. 
MARK HARRIS 
Kingston, Ontario 


The co-op concept for the Blackspot 


sneaker is tremendous. Workers should 
definitely get shares, hemp would 

kick ass, and a lot of people have 
recommended more colors. My advice 

is to start with our base. Don’t put an 
over-priced full page ad in the New York 
Times attacking Phil Knight. Instead, 
advertise in progressive magazines and 
grassroots ‘zines that could use the 
money. These ads should focus on the 
social standards the shoes adhere to. 

By targeting friends and allies, enough 
shoes will be sold to meet pre-production 
costs. Then, we can run ads in the Times 
telling the world what a douchebag Phil 
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What's next? 
Marlboro Kids? 
JON FIEBELKORN 
Steger, Illinois 


Knight is! 
JASON SCHAEFER 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 


The anti-corporation. Genius. I’m in. 
SKWIRLY 
via email 


Adbusters #52 contained a brief report 
on "Seasonale," a new birth control 
method that allows women to have three 


to four periods per year. The writer was 
this is not a cultural or medical 
breakthrough. Гт 23, and have been on 
the birth control shot, Depo-Provera, for 
the last five years. I get my period maybe 
once a year. I didn't choose this birth 
control because 1 think menstruation is 
shameful. I have not been “mindfucked” 
to think thar natural processes of my 
body are “uncool.” Instead, I get the 
shot to enable me to live my life the way 
I choose: without children and with 
the ability to enjoy sex as a loving act, 
free of guilt or worry. 1 also chose this 
method because research suggests it may 
help prevent ovarian cancer. 
My grandmother died of ovarian cancer, 
AMY CLARK 
Somerville, Massachusetts 








In Adbusters #53, you printed a picture 
of an overweight woman kneeling before 
a touch-screen internet phone, deriding 
her unfortunate posture, obesity and 
shopping bag logo. How dare you judge 
this woman so harshly? You know 
nothing about her physical condition, 
her mental health or her financial state. 
You don't know if she has a circulatory 
disease, or is forced to work knee- 
destroying 18-hour shifts cleaning hotel 
rooms to feed her children, 
MARC 
Victoria, British Columbia 


The defining aspect of humanity is our 
environmental manipulation. If we're 
uncomfortable, we change something 
around us for greater comfort. This now 
extends to our mental environment. 
We look for someone or something 
around us to change, in order for 
us to be happy again. We sue fast- 
food restaurants for making us fat, 
pharmaceutical companies for making us 
sick. We blame the media and advertisers 
for making us stupid. Well, I say your 
life is yours and yours alone. If you're 
fat, sick, stupid, uncomfortable or 
unhappy, it’s your own fault. You will 
never manipulate your environment to 
provide total comfort and happiness. 
If you want to change the world, change 
the part you have control over. Yourself. 
JAKE BRADNEY 
Denver, Colorado 
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If I spend time with people in the woods, 
at a dance weekend, at the beach, or 
ona picnic, towards the end inevitably 
someone will say with a sigh, “Well, 
back to the real world.” 

I make a point to correct them. 
Spending time dancing in what's left 
of nature is the real world. The world 
of ads, cars and pollution may be all 
around us, swirling in our brains, but it’s 
an artifice. 








GARY SHAPIRO 
via email 


I thought this pic would rouse your readers. 


Last night 1 waited at the train station 
that was filled with businessmen and 
businesswomen, students, families and 
tourists. Suddenly, I heard something 
drop on the floor. When I looked to 

my right, I saw that a gentleman had 
dropped his blue lunch bag. I looked up 
to find him, but he'd disappeared into 
the sea of people. The bag remained on 
the floor. Horrible thoughts entered my 
mind. “What if it’s a bomb,” I thought. 





JULIE GRACE ZIMMERMANN 


I imagined the bag exploding into 
millions of violent little pieces. Hundreds 
of people would instantly be killed; 
bodies would be everywhere. Then the 
man returned, bent over, and picked up 
the bag. 
Maybe it was just his lunch. 
JEFF SWEETING 
Pickering, Ontario 
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1 recently substitute-taught high school 
classes for a semester. Covering the 

faces of many kids was the sad look of 
indifference. One would expect this 

of victims of war, but from 14- and 15- 
year-olds living in the wealthiest nation 
in history? In a suburb? The problem 

is that materialism cannot accomplish 
the nurturing kids long for and need. 

For them, life has been reduced to 

a cold and calculated business deal. 
Every day, they are inculcated, in and 
out of school, that the reason for their 
existence is consumption, profit and 
power. Reasons that affirm humanity 
and life are idle, frivolous, or at best, 
second-class concerns, Parents want 

the best for their kids, but the frenzy 

to provide the necessities, and the 
extravagances, occupies their time. And 
education is framed around this same 
frenzied paradigm. What about love, 
compassion and interaction between kids 
and teachers, when kids need it? Forget 
it. In a class of зо, each student gets 

an average of less than two minutes of 
individual attention per period. What's 
worse, that absence of interaction is 
sanctified by our industrial mind: 
machines that don't squeak neither nes 
nor get attention. 

We respond by lashing out at 
“liberals” and “conservatives,” 
teachers, public education, and anything 
else except our system. Looking at 
our system honestly is the same as 
looking ourselves in the face. And we 
are cowards, 

DOUGLAS WRIGHT DALLAM 
Bakersfield, California 

















1 teach my students to mute the TV 
and practice their musical instruments 
during commercials. I teach them to 
make America great by taking total 
responsibility for themselves, and 
being content with who and what they 
are, Plus, I teach them to participate 
in democracy by writing to senators, 
representatives and their own school 
board officials. It's easy to teach children 
to become interested in politics. The 
reason it’s not popular is because most 
leaders don’t want to empower citizens. 
TINA JACKSON 
via mail 


1 would like to let people know about 
some of the options for living thar I have 
discovered, First of all, buy your food 
directly from farmers. They are easier to 
find than you think, through programs 
called Community Supported Agriculture 
(csa). They will disappear completely if 
we stop supporting them. Look them up. 
I joined my local csa, then found myself 
so struck by the beauty of farming, 
I decided to become a farmer, Now I 
work on the farm that produced my 
food last year. 
KATY BRUCE 
Grailville, Ohio 


1 was reading an article in my city's local 
newspaper, reporting how McDonald's 
had decided to change some parts of 

its menu for the better (don't get me 
wrong, they still have changes to make). 
I was encouraged anyway, and thought 
years and years of pressure from the 
public finally made them change a bit. 

I mentioned this article to a fellow 
Adbusters reader. His response was, 
“Yeah, but McDonald's is still an evil 
corporation." Do your readers all have 
the same goals, or are some of them 

just content bitching and complaining 
about evil corporations and fascist 
governments? We need to get out of 

our comfort zones. We need to all look 
in the mirror and ask, *Do I really 
believe in change, will I fight for change 
or am 1 content bitching about things 
and leaving it up to others?" I asked 
myself and I know the answer: we 

need to get mobilized and organized 
now! Unfortunately some people will 
answer, "No, I don't want to fight. I will 
conform or do nothing," and the rest 

of us must convince them or move on. 
Some people we thought would fight and 
walk just sit and talk. We are holding 
each other back. 

A start would be talking to every 
American you know about stopping 
Bush from being re-elected. A side note: 
although encouraged to some degree by 
the McDonald's story, directly below 
it was an article on how suv sales 
(including the big killers like the H2) in 
the US have gone up 17 percent in the 
last year. We need change now! 

SANDY 
Canada 


In Adbusters #52, there's a small note 
saying, “Everywhere power dissolves 
down to the level of community. People 
are taking back what is rightfully theirs.” 
Is that what you believe? People aren't 
taking back anything. Voter apathy is as 
high as ever, McDonald's is cramming 
Big Macs down our throats, and suvs 
keep getting bigger and dirtier. Do you 
really think we're winning? That we're 
waking people up, that the revolution is 
coming? The revolution isn’t coming. 
It won't be here anytime soon, We 
are not six billion strong or a global 
community. We are not a force to be 
reckoned with. We are outnumbered, 
outclassed, outgunned and outsmarted. 
Protests, stickers on the sides of buses, 
and handing out pamphlets doesn’t 
work. We can’t just sit back and make 
“zines and preach to the choir. We can't 
win if we keep playing the game like this; 
we have to take the game to the players. 
For every ad selling us Calvin Klein 
jeans, we need two that unsells them. 
We have to deface, demean and devalue 
every single ad selling us something we 
don’t need. We need to put up our own 
ads, and if someone tears them down, 
we have to put them back up. We have 
to make sure each pair of Gap jeans 
comes with a picture of an African slave 
laborer in each pocket. We have to take 
it to the streets, hard and fast. They want 
terrorism? They want us to “bring it 
on”? I say we give them all the terrorism 
they can handle. I say it's brought. 
JAY WILMAN 
Oshawa, Ontario 


We are taught at a very young age to 
“color inside the lines,” and to “paint 
by numbers.” I have developed a new 
theory that might have a more effective 
impact on the metaphysical state of 
future generations. My theory: Color 
over, around and outside the lines. Make 
your own lines, and think for yourself 
for a change. 

Anonymous 





LETTERS: editor@adbusters.org 
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ፍሪ 
IN THE 19505, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN PSYCHOLOGIST 
Harry Harlow took infant monkeys away from their mothers 
and replaced them with a choice of two artificial surrogates, 
one made of wire mesh and the other made of terry cloth. 
The former, a cold, dead shell of a care 
a bottle from which the monkey was fed. Harlow wondered 
whether, given the choice, the monkeys’ attachment would lie 
with the soft mom or with the mother’s milk? Contrary to the 
belief that the infants would bond with the food source, he 
found that they preferred the soft, cuddly mom, visiting the 
wire surrogate only when feeding. 





iver, had one virtue: 





His experiments produced insecure, incompetent and 
unsociable monkeys, a conclusion he believed also applied to 
human beings. 

Since Harlow’s day, scientists have continued to explore 
the psychobiological connection between child and mother 
after birth. They found that during the act of labor, mothers 














release a mix of hormones, including one called oxytocin, 

hat biologically primes the mother and child, in the words of 

French obstetrician and author Michel Odent, to “fall in lov 
Similar effects have be 








à demonstrated in animals. Injections 
of oxytocin in virgin females, for example, produce maternal 
behavior toward the offspring of absent mothers. As brutal as 





Harlow’s methods were, these more recent findings suggest a 


similar brutality exists in everyday society, one that’s accepted 





and growing: the elective caesarean. 

Just as the labor of labor produces the release of what 
Odent calls a “cocktail of love hormones,” taking the labor 
out of labor via C-section, where a newborn is extracted 
from its mother by knife — keeps this exchange of hormones 
from occurring. (Among mammals, mothers often refuse care 
to offspring born by caesarean.) The C-section thus not only 
threatens the bonding process between mother and child, 
it manages to do this at the exact moment when mother 








and child are first separated. Witness to the destruction of a 
birthing process that has evolved over millions of years, Odent 
asks in his recent book, The Caesarean, “What is the future 
of a civilization born by caesarean section? . . . Can humanity 
survive the safe caesarean?” 

Odent believes that obstetrics has gone the way of 
agriculture. Technology and industrialization have solved 
problems, but, in doing so, they have encouraged an over- 
reliance on human intervention and a disregard for the long- 
evolved, silent workings of nature. Rates of C-sections vary 
across industrialized nations from 10 percent (Netherlands) to 
50 percent (Brazil), with the procedure becoming a marker of 
consumer choice and social class. 

The consequence of “industrialized obstetrics” may be less 
obvious than mad cow disease or chicken flu, but no less toxic. 
If life arrives amid such violence we should not be surprised, 
Odent believes, that people are themselves becoming more 
disturbed, anxious, violent and sick. 

Meanwhile, women want to participate less and less in 





the natural process of birthing, preferring scheduled, surgical 
(and sometimes deadly) extractions, While enough of nature 
remains intact that women still want to have children, even 
this may be changing. Another runaway technological invasion 
of the connection between the body and life - antidepressants 
— also disrupts the flow of the love hormone oxytocin. The 
Prozac class of drugs diminishes sex drive in as many as 

70 percent of users. And that’s not all. Helen Fisher, an 
anthropologist at Rutgers University, has found that, in doing 
so, SSRIS also disrupt the biology of romance and attachment. 
When you disrupt a person's sexual desire and arousal, you 
also jeopardize, she believes, their ability to fall in love and stay 
in love. 

The love of technology, it seems, is killing love, For the sake 
of humanity, society needs to reverse this trend by inventing, as 
Odent puts it, “radically new strategies” that encourage rather 
than destroy the capacity to love. 


Tess Rheinhardt 








SHE CHOSE AN ELECTIVE C-SECTION TO 
pencil child birth into her husband's work 
schedule, The result? Victoria and David 
Beckham, aka Posh Spice and England's 
metrosexual soccer star, had a boy 
named Romeo - right on schedule. Then 
came a field day in the British tabloids. 
Was Mrs. Beckham, scribes pondered, so 
pampered as to be “too posh to push?” 
Perhaps. But despite this character 
assassination, Posh seems to have tuned 
into a larger cultural trend. Elizabeth 
Hurley, Madonna and Catherine Zeta- 
Jones all promptly followed her birth-as- 
convenience lead. 

So, are women now scheduling 
the birth of their babies like a typical 
business meeting? It depends on 
where they live. Rates for elective 
C-sections are in single figures in 


Norway, Sweden and the US; double that 
for Australia. And almost half of all births 
in countries like Brazil require a knife and 
general anesthetic. 

“The women who form opinions in 
Brazil - actresses, famous athletes, 
etc. - the great majority of them have 
а cesarean because they can choose 
the date and time their baby is born,” 
says Dr. Tania Lago, head of women’s 
issues at Brazil's Health Ministry. “It is 
as if the cesarean is a consumer good 
. . for women and doctors, having a 
cesarean is all about convenience." Rates 
are slowly falling in Brazil, but there is 
some resistance: in a country with a high 
rate of population growth, the fact that 
C-sections lead to fewer children in the 
future is seen as a blessing. 





Advertising Age, March, 2004. 
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Because I get what I want when I want! 


— ٹپ 


My dad is so dumb, | can make him do anything. Like we were shopping last night and 
we went past the toy store and | said | wanted to go in so we did. | saw the Powerpuff 
Girls Pj backpack in yellow and there was one left so | asked him to buy it and he said 
no. | screamed until | went all wobbly and | had to sit down and told him he didn’t love 
me. He looked sad and said | was his little girl and he loved me very much, and he 
bought it for me. He always does 





DirecTV DVR ad 


INEW SCIENTIST: ASIDE FROM MEMORY 
control, what other neurotechnologies are 
you looking at? 


RICHARD GLEN BOIRE: Hypersonic 
Isound. This is a focused beam of sound 
lused to deliver marketing noises or other 
messages in a very personal way. The 
[sound is inaudible unless you walk in its 
narrow path. 


INS: It sounds entertaining. 


RGB: Yes, It does have fun possibilities. 
But it's also invasive. It's sudden and it 
acts inside your head, as if you're hearing 
something through headphones, And 
Forbes magazine reported last September 
that American Technology Corporation, 
[the company that invented hypersonic 
sound, is installing this in soda machines 
right now on Tokyo's streets. As you walk 
past, you'll suddenly hear inside your 
head the sound of the ice cubes dropping 
into the glass and the soda making that 
l'psst" can-opening noise. You are going 
Ito be startled. You won't know where the 
‚sound came from 

land then you'll 


[DO YOU GOOGLE? DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO DOESN'T? IN CLOSE TO SIX YEARS, 
ithe search engine designed to sort chaos into order has beaten off all foes to become 
[the most favored way to find something, and quickly. It searches through over four 
billion pages of information in less than a second. For anyone doing web research, it is 
invaluable. And yet. 

In Year Zero, and maybe Year One, there were no ads on the web. Then everyone 
thought they could get rich quick. Pop-up ads hocking all manner of product spread like 
la forest fire through tinder before most of the companies went bust in the dotcom crash. 
But Team Google realized that lasting power would come not from controlling access to 
ithe web itself, but from allowing democratic access to information. You asked, 
it answered. 

To pay for this paradigm shift, they took ads and ran them alongside the search 
results. No one blinked, and the company is now valued in the tens of billions of dollars. 
The search is free, the ads are linked to the search, and another chunk of the mental 
lenvironment has been commercialized, subtly and without any fuss. There's something 
else: around 75 percent of all net traffic is directed via Google, which gives it massive 
[monopoly power on what information is retrieved. If it changes how it selects pages then 
{sites can vanish from view, finding themselves way down the rankings; they're still there, 
but a lot harder to find. If knowledge is power, as Foucault argued, then Google is a digital 
(God. It hasn't happened yet but all monopolies tend towards despotism, and even though 
ithe company’s slogan is “Don't be evil,” we all know what the road to hell is paved with. 


(realize, wow. | was 
just hijacked by an 
advertisement. 


Interview in New 
Scientist, April 

124, 2004, with 
Richard Glen Boire, 
co-founder of the 
‘Center for Cognitive} 
Liberty and Ethics 
jin California. 


IEXECUTIVES AT SONY AND MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
(MLB) turned a superhero into a villain when they tried 
ito plaster ballparks across the US with advertising for 
ithe movie, Spider-Man 2. Fans, politicians and ad creep 
watchdogs were outraged by the league's plan to allow 
lads for the movie on bases, pitching mounds and on- 
ideck circles. Baseball fans tend to be purists steeped 
in the traditions of yesteryear, and their sensibilities 
have kept the game pristine compared to some of 

lits more logo-obsessed counterparts. A quick glance 

jat the uniform of a race car driver proves that. But a 
number of MLB teams even disliked the promotion and 
indicated they wouldn't fully participate. 


The uproar forced the league to back away from 
its initial plan and instead limit the ads to the pre- 
game warm-ups. Many fans feel this is only a partial 
concession. They want product endorsements 
banished from the field entirely. But as the term ad 
creep suggests, it’s unlikely the marketing department 
at MLB will be satisfied with ads confined to warm- 
ups. Regardless, it's hard to see the Sony/MLB 
backpedalling as a victory. The fact they thought 
baseball fans would stomach this scheme at all shows 
the degree to which Madison Avenue has already 
colonized the way we see sports. 
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Remember the days of the hot wind ripping through your hair as you sped down a big hill on your BMX? 
Remember closing your eyes every now and then as you made your descent, braving the risk of hitting a pothole 
at the wrong angle and colliding with the asphalt? You let go of the handlebars occasionally, something that, 

if she had seen you do, your mother would have grounded you for a week. You rode your bike like the speed 
demon that you thought you were, oblivious to the rest of the world, in a state of utter exhilaration. Nothing to 
prove, nothing to lose, and everything to experience . . >>> 





Life is not a series of events that can be coldly calculated, with levels of achievement that deliver you to a final 
height where you “win.” It cannot be paused or have the channel changed for something better. There is nothing 
better than to live a life, to see the world without the vertical lines cast from the TV screen, to be a part of the 
grand scheme of things. 

Remember looking forward to getting off the school bus and jumping on your bike, ready to explore the same 
places that you saw the day before? Remember the daylight suddenly disappearing, another day over, a sense 
of dread of having to return home rushing through you as you went up that hill that earlier had given you so much 
joy? This was the world and you knew it, you saw it, you felt it. It was real and you looked forward to it. 

It's still there and you've been away too long 





Erica Williams 
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APRIL 20TH WAS THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
of the Columbine shootings, when Dylan 
Klebold and Eric Harris shot dead 12 
students and a teacher before killing 
themselves. It remains the nation’s 
deadliest school shooting. 

Klebold and Harris are profiled in a 
recent Slate magazine article that focuses 
on a previously unseen FBI examination 
of the killers, entitled “The Depressive 
and the Psychopath.” 

The piece begins by pointing out that 
while most think the shooting was a 
revenge killing by outsiders, it was, in 
fact, something else: a carefully planned 
massacre that was intended to kill 
hundreds, and secure the terrorists’ 
place in history. 

Exhibit number one: Eric Harris. 
Unlike Klebold, who showed the typical 
signs of a disgruntled, narcissistic 
teenager, the report concludes Harris 
was further gone. As exhibited in the 
ramblings above, Harris’s personality 
was more akin to a conscience-free 
psychopath. For example, after being 
caught breaking into a van, Klebold and 
Harris participated in counseling and 
community service. While Harris put 


on an impressive show of remorse, he 
later wrote in his journal, “Isn't America 
supposed to be the land of the free? How 
come, if Pm free, I can't deprive a stupid 
fucking dumbshit from his possessions 
if he leaves them sitting in the front seat 
of his fucking van out in plain sight 
and in the middle of fucking nowhere 
on a Frifuckingday night. NATURAL 
SELECTION. Fucker should be shot.” 
Even more telling, the FBI report 
tells, was Harris's capacity to shoot 
his classmates, watch them writhe in 
pain, and then finish them off. Despite 
the prevailing view that Harris and 
Klebold were equal partners in the 
rampage, the 881% “mental health 
experts” conclude instead that Harris 
was clearly the “mastermind and driving 
force.” What should also be clear 
from their investigation, although not 
considered, is that whether psychopath 
or depressive, these were troubled 
souls that had drifted out of control. 
Harris, for one, had received psychiatric 
treatment. What subsequently transpired 
pretty much sums up the state of child 
psychiatry today. Harris was put on an 
antidepressant and that was to be the 
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cure. His autopsy showed that he had 
Luvox in his system at the time of the 
shootings, an 5581 antidepressant he 
had been taking for a year. Doubling his 
dose three months prior to the killings 
obviously did not have the desired effect. 
If anything, it was pouring gasoline 
on a fire. Just a week before the fifth 
anniversary of the shooting, the FDA 
issued a ruling that 5588, including 
Luvox, put children and teens at risk 
for suicide. 
A year before Columbine, Kip. 
Kinkel killed his parents and then two 
students at his high school in Oregon, 
with Prozac coursing through his veins. 
Instead of getting the kind of help where 
people are viewed as complex human 
beings living in a complex world, Kinkel, 
like Harris, was just a generic nervous 
system in need of biomedical correction. 
Kinkel, Klebold and Harris are 
extreme cases, but they nevertheless 
reflect the basic moral vacuum that exists 
for many kids today. Disturbances of 
mind thrive in this vacuum, and anyone. 
who thinks that psychiatry and its drugs 
will fill it up had better think again. 
Richard DeGrandpre 





Yo Andrew, what-up? | got some action bro, at my fourteenth birthday party. With Emily 
in my brother's room. Aw, man you shoulda shown up. Man | ain't shittin' ya. You know 
what else? Damon and Jordan and | fooled around with Brittany when Damon's parents 
went away to Aspen. No fo'real. We even drank his dad's imported cognac. | got so 
fucked up, it was awesome! 

| love it, y'know, just gettin’ nasty and shitfaced. When chicks get all weird and clingy 
man, break it off. Go find a new опе. I'm playin’ this new hottie, Jessica, ya know? Man, 
| really gotta get in her pants. | bought some weed from that guy at the mall, Benjamin. 
| hope it'll work on Jessica. | gotta tap that before Damon does. 
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THE DANCE FLOOR IS PACKED. YOU LEAN AGAINST 
the bar with a cranberry-vodka in your hand. 
You have your favorite blue suede miniskirt on. 
Your legs ar 
Your top is low-cut and tight and reflects light onto 
your face in a flattering way. You bought it for half 
price and took it in to work to show everyone what 
a great deal you got. During the day you painted 





lean and have always attracted men. 








your fingernails red. A friend once told you that 
men are attracted to women with red lipstick and 
fingernails because it reminds them of blood. 

Your hair is pulled back because you believe that 
best accentuates your cheekbones = cheekbones that 
have the slightest hint of shimmery highlighting 
powder. Your eyes, which men have told you are 
beautiful, are accentuated with green eyeliner 
You bought the eyeliner after you saw it featured 
in a magazine that said it was Gwyneth Paltrow's 
favorite. Your mascara costs thirty dollars a tube 
and you think it's worth it. Last time you were in 
the drugstore, the lady at the cash register told you 
it’s the world’s number one selling mascara. In your 
earlobes are the diamond earrings an old boyfriend 
bought you. You want the men to notice how they 
catch the light and that they are of high quality. 
Nothing less will do. Yesterday when you were 

















at the spa, the girl who spread warm wax betwe 
your legs said that she'd waxed Pamela Anderson 
the day before. If it's good enough for her, you 
thought, it's good enough for me. 





n 


You go across the bar and into the washroom. 
Girls lean against the mirrored walls and smoke, 
others talk on their cell phones. You sit on a pink 
cushioned chair, Beside you is a table with a pink 
rotary-dial telephone. You pick up the receiver and 
hear a dial tone, You try to think of someone to 
call. Most of your girlfriends are out, and the ones 
that are home you don’t want to talk to. The 
Chad, who you slept with on a business trip to 
L.A. You dial his number and are surpris 
the long distance charge goes through. It rings 
twice and then Chad says hello. You ask how warm 
it is. Chad tells you it’s averaged seventy-seven 
Fahrenheit and that he’s been out surfing the last 
three mornings. You tell him you're calling from 
the washroom of a nightclub and that you can 

talk all night because it’s free. You think of the US 
Navy guy you met in Tokyo and wish you had his 
number. There's a women's voice over the phone 
and Chad says he has to go. You hang up and use 
the toilet and then wash your hands. At the sink 
there’s a wicker basket full of perfume samples and 
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mini toothbrush and toothpaste kits and small soaps 


wrapped in paper. You brush your teeth and then 





take one of the kits and put it in your purse. 
You squeeze lotion onto the backs of your hands 
and massage it into your elbows, shoulders and 
knees and on the inside of your thighs. You take a 
handful of the soaps and drop them into your purse 
You check your hair and makeup in the mirror and 
put on more lipstick, then head out to the bar. 
Standing beside you is a guy drinking a martini 
that glows blue-green in the light. His dark hair is 
short, wavy and highlighted blond. He watches the 
backsides of the girls that walk by. This you don’t 
mind. You know he can’t help it. He wears a Polo 
shirt and black slacks from Hugo Boss. He looks 
sharp. He knows how to dress. His waist is thick; 





you like that. His slacks swell around his thighs. 





You wonder if they’re smooth, hair free. He strikes 
n who would wax his body. 

His hands are large, his nails smooth and trim. 

His shoes are polished. How would he be in bed 
Does he have a big dick? You imagine him as strong 
and forceful. Not the type of man who would freely 
pleasure his partner, but one who would take what 

he wants. You imagine his hands on the back of 


you as the kind of ma 








your neck, in your hair; his fingers in your mouth. 
You lean toward him and he smells of colc 





gne, 
something fruity and tropical that you can’t name. 
The smell makes your mouth water 

A woman in red high heels with a cloth flower 
at the ankles goes up to the guy standing beside 
you and places her mouth on his. She tips her pelvis 
forward and leans against him. The woman has a 
skirt on that you saw Paris Hilton wearing in the 





last issue of Vanity Fair. You wonder how much it 
cost and how she can afford it. She’s tall and her 
hipbones jut out like they’re shattered and jagged 
under her skin. Her eyes are large and outlined in 
black. Her hands flutter out in front of her like 
trapped pigeons when she talks. You think you've 
seen her on TV in some locally shot miniseries. 
She tips back her head and laughs, her hand lightly 
touching her surgically enhanced breasts. Who 
does she think she is? 
Her bleached hair hangs 
down her back in one 
long, smooth tress. If you 
were to become friends, 
you would ask her what 
products she uses, But 
instead you dream up 
mousse, gel and spray 
concoctions that could 
give such an effect. Your breasts sag, your stomach 
is bloated, you have fat deposits on your inner 
knees. You will eat less tomorrow and buy a new 
skirt, maybe some new shoes. You order another 
cranberry-vodka and make it a double. On the bar 
beside you is a pack of cigarettes and even though 
you don’t smoke you ask the guy they belong to 

if you can have one. He nods and you take two 
because he isn’t paying attention. Outside, people 
huddle near the entrance and smoke. You ask a guy 
in a white suit for a light. The first taste of tobacco 
in your mouth makes you feel sick but you finish 
the cigarette anyway and then remember the flap 
of cocaine in your purse. You go to the washroom 
and get into a stall where you open your purse and 
bring out a small packet. You dip your fingernail in 
the powder and snort it. You leave the washroom 
and go back to the bar and order another double 
cranberry-vodka. 

The woman with the red high heels dances with 
her hands up over her head and sways to the music 
like she's hanging from a tree branch. She has an 
unlit cigarette in one hand and a drink in the other. 
Her skirt rides up her thighs. Near her exposed 
navel is a tattoo of a star. She stumbles to the side 





YOU WILL EAT LESS 
TOMORROW AND BUY 
A NEW SKIRT, MAYBE 

SOME NEW SHOES. 


and spills her drink on you. Not much, just a few 
drops. She keeps dancing. You shove her and say, 
Watch what you’re doing. She stops swaying and 
puts the hand with the cigarette on her hip, one 
eyebrow raised, She flicks her hand in a small 
dismissive motion and turns back to the guy with 
the Polo shirt who isn't watching either of you. 
You pick up your drink, take a sip and then toss the 
rest on the woman. She screams and then pushes 
you, calling you a bitch. 
You push her back and try 
to grab at her top. People 
stop talking and turn to 
watch, Somebody drops 
a glass and it breaks on 
the floor. A guy with a 
goatee calls out, Take it 
off! She grabs your hair 
and yanks your head 
sideways. You kick her in the shins. She grabs at 
your ears and yanks out an earring. A bouncer grabs 
you by the waist and pulls you back. You kick and 
scream and try to hit him. He carries you out the 
back door into the alley and puts you down, then 
gives you a shove and tells you to go cool off. 

You flag down a taxi and get in. Outside 
nightclubs people wait in long queues to get in. 
The girls shiver in their short skirts. Brightly lit 
window displays encase thin-waisted mannequins, 
their fine fingers outstretched. You fall asleep, and 
when the taxi pulls up in front of your apartment 
building, the driver wakes you. You give him a 
twenty and tell him to keep the change, even though 
the fare is only seven dollars. In your apartment you 
lie on the couch and fall asleep. In the morning you 
wake in your clothes, a bruise on your cheekbone, 
your top ripped. You take your skirt and top off and 
get into bed. You will sleep late into the afternoon 
and then order pizza. 





Rhonda Mae Waterfall 


Ronda Mae Waterfall is a graduate of the Writer's 
Studio at Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, 
and has been published in forgetmagazine.com. 


IN THE AFFLUENT WEST, WE ARE BROADLY SHALLOW, FIXATED 
on money and obsessed with appearances. Roiling beneath the 
surface, however, is a powerful current of introspection. Thanks 
to advances in psychology and the therapeutic arts, we're 
theoretically capable of “fixing” our internal as well as our external 
selves. Who hasn't looked within and found quirks of character 
and personality that couldn't stand some tweaking? 

Intellectuals and spiritual leaders call on us to shove our egos 


and appetites aside and live mindfully. 
Central to their messages — Christian, 
Buddhist or Chomskyan - is the belief 
that it's never too late to become a better 
person. Whether or not we've found 
religion, that sentiment trickles down 

to most of us. It comes from daytime 

"Tv, celebrity chatter and mountains 

of self-help books promising a more 
fulfilling existence in a culture spoiled by 
greed, inefficiency, moral decline and the 
breakdown of community. You know, 

the same ills that plagued humanity 
when Plato walked the Earth. 

Hence self-help books - many with real 
live gurus attached - such as Awaken the 
Giant Within, The Seven Spiritual Laws of 
Success and Women Who Love Too Much. 
Many of these books explain in grade 
school English how you, the same rootless 
person who's always in the market for a 
hotter car and a deeper facial cleanser, 
сап make positive changes to your life that 
Will lead to business triumph or a loving 
relationship - or both at once - with 
serene humility thrown in as a bonus. 

As a general rule, their authors stop 
short of commanding you to walk 
away from the wreckage of late-model 
capitalism. Instead, for $20 or so, you're 
sold the perennially reassuring news that 
there are answers out there somewhere, 
possibly even in the depths of your soul. 

The composite New and Improved 
Human of the self-help literature is a 
formidable and contradictory creature: 
disciplined, mentally sharp, physically 
fit, business-savvy, emotionally attuned, 
humble yet competitive, tough yet 
compassionate, reflective and decisive, 
generous of spirit, tight of wallet. He or she. 
remains bullish on the future, despite what 


the headlines say, As Deepak Chopra would have us believe, 
the natural human state is one of abundance. 

Even if you are vain enough to “perfect” your face and body, 
there's little hope of modern medicine freezing them at a youthful 
moment in time. But happiness and comfort through a rich inner 
life: isn't that somehow a more elevated approach, one with 
effects that transcend material desires? So go ahead, help yourself. 
There's plenty more where those books came from. 


NOSE, EYES, BREASTS . .. WHAT CAN PLASTIC SURGERY ALTER NEXT TO KEEP 
drumming up new business? Women are now having their feet altered to make them 
fit more easily into their high-heeled Jimmy Choos and Manolo Blahniks, The toes are 
shortened, the bridge of the foot narrowed, and collagen is injected into the heel to 
improve its cushioning ability. Critics call the idea reprehensible. One supporter said in 
the New York Times, "[They] simply do not understand the importance of high heels.” 

According to the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery (ASAPS), some 8.3 
million "surgical and nonsurgical cosmetic procedures” took place in the US last year, 
up 180 percent from 2000. St. Louis, Missouri-based surgeon Leroy Young points to the 
current vogue for noninvasive fixes such as injectable fillers which can restore volume 
to an age-deflated face. The knife is out, and skin is in. The big surprise on the surgical 
side is 3,900 gluteal augmentations (aka buttock implants), a 530-percent rise on the 
previous year. 

It's clear that cosmetic surgery is a rapidly changing field, and likely that it'll keep 
winning converts who feel any risks are well worth the benefits. But how to account for 
the upswell in certain procedures? Are patients merely taking advantage of new and 
innovative techniques that improve their lives, or is the industry manufacturing needs 
for body contouring and facial rejuvenation? “About 50 percent of it is a marketing ploy,” 
admits Young, who chairs the ASAPS emerging-trends task force. 

Still, he and his colleagues don't accept all the blame. “The other thing that drives it is 
media and fashion,” Young explains. Picking up on the desires of consumers to physically 
resemble their favorite stars, designers have launched clothing lines tailored to fit famous 
bodies. The hitch: unless you get silicone pads implanted in your behind, you're not going 
to fill out that track suit the way J.Lo does. 

Young has some good evidence that the fashion biz is referring people to the plastic 
surgeon's office. (There is also anecdotal evidence that shows like The Swan are boosting 
plastic surgery rates, proving that there really is no such thing as bad publicity.) A recent 
‚online survey by the Aesthetic Surgery Education and Research Foundation gathered 
data from more than 5,000 women who had undergone breast augmentation. According 
to Young, most subjects said they did so to look better in clothes. He's also had patients 
‘show up in padded underpants, asking him to install the requisite curves. 

Contrary to popular wisdom, there aren't many teenagers on his waiting list. “The vast 
majority of [cosmetic surgery] starts, usually, at 30-plus,” says Young, noting that clinics 
aim very little of their marketing at youths. "The average age of a woman getting breast 
implants is 34 years old.” ASAPS statistics support his claim: last year in America, the 
under-18 age group accounted for less than three percent of all cosmetic procedures. 

“What they do, interestingly enough,” Young observes of teens, “is get Botox to go to 
ithe prom, for sweating.” 

Botox today, butt augmentation tomorrow. 
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WANTING FEWER BABIES, FACING AN 
earlier start to periods: for today’s western 
‚woman facing 40 years of cramps and 
bleeding, there are compelling reasons 

not to go with the flow. Women have been 
taking drugs to skip menstruation for 
decades, When the contraceptive pill came 
into widespread use in the early 1970s, 
many doctors advised their young female 
patients of its ancillary period-suppressing 
powers. Even in today’s post-feminist 
world, “the curse” is still a deep well of 

Old Testament-style prejudices that for 
thousands of years have stigmatized 
menstruating women as unclean, ill- 
tempered and a touch evil. In a 1999 
paper for the journal Sex Roles, University 
of Oregon professor Debra Merskin argues 
that, “The view that monthly bleeding is 


Double-eyelid procedure, 2003 





a biological defect is appropriate to a 
social system in which men control 
women's behavior.” 

Dispensing with the messy feminine 
ritual that American author Karen Houppert 
calis “the last taboo” has hit the tipping 
point. Last fall, the US Food and Drug 
Administration approved Barr Laboratories’ 
Seasonale, a birth-control pill that reduces 
a woman's annual number of periods to 
four when taken on a 91-day cycle. Among 
the drug's competitors are Pfizer's Depo- 
Provera, an injectable contraceptive that 
halts ovulation, and most users’ periods, 
altogether. However, Seasonale is the 
‘one that's being hyped as a menstruation 
killer, under the slogan, “Fewer periods. 
More possibilities.” 

Some have accused Barr of exploiting 
‘societal taboos for financial gain. But at 
the same time, it is supplying the demands 
of a culture that prizes convenience, self- 
direction and freedom from discomfort. 
Unless you're one of those moon-goddess 
types, what's the point of suffering through 
12-plus weeks a year of sanitary napkins 
апа hormonal upset, not to mention male 
censure? Judging from the hundreds of 
responses posted on the website of the 
Washington, DC-based Museum 
of Menstruation and Women's Health 
(www.mum.org), many women share that 
sentiment. "What | really would like to 
say," wrote one 18-year-old, "is that, to the 
Women who say bleeding is a part of being 
а woman and it is beautiful to bleed: FUCK 
YOU. And, perhaps go to hell while you're 
at it. | want to live. | want my goddamn life 


THE BOOM IN COSMETIC SURGERY IN ASIA HAS HIGHLIGHTED CULTURAL DIFFERENCES 
in beauty. Young men are having nose enhancement surgery, unlike their western 
counterparts who have the bumps removed. Cheekbones are reduced, not augmented, 
and Botox is used not as a wrinkle zapper but injected into the cheeks to make them 


shrink. And there are signs the female aesthetic ideal is changing to the typically western 
leggy, busty figure, with increasing demand for wider eyes, longer noses and fuller breasts. 

For years, plastic surgeons have been “tightening up" female patients’ external genitalia 
with a technique known as Designer Laser Vaginoplasty. Physicians such as Texas-based 
Troy Hailparn now advertise something more drastic: hymenoplasty, or restoration of 
the vagina to a facsimile of its virginal state. In a recent interview with the San Antonio 
Express-News, Hailparn claimed that women undergo the surgery not out of vanity but 
for religious and cultural reasons. 

Leg-extending surgery is increasingly popular with young Chinese men and women. 
They submit to this painful and, um, lengthy procedure — which involves inserting steel 
pins through the ankles and calves - because many professions in China have stringent 
height requirements. For example, the foreign ministry won't consider male and female 
applicants unless they are at least 1.71m (5' 6") and 1.61m (5' 3") tall, respectively. 


back. There is no reason for me to have 
to live like this." 

In à recent blizzard of media coverage, 
boosters have noted the health benefits 
of menstrual suppression for women 
suffering from conditions such as 
endometriosis, in which tissue from the 
uterus spreads elsewhere. Critics say the 
practice is fast becoming a lifestyle choice 
with uncharted risks. One of the debate's 
flashpoints: the book /s Menstruation 
Obsolete? (Oxford University Press, 

1999), coauthored by Brazilian gynecologist 
and obstetrician Elsimar M. Coutinho. 
According to Coutinho - one of the 
developers of Depo-Provera - monthly 
menstruation is both unhealthy and 
biologically unnecessary. 

Boston-based psychiatrist Susan Rako 
couldn't agree less. “There's more that we 
don't know than we do know about the 
consequences of abolishing the natural 
female menstrual cycle,” says the author of 
No More Periods? (Harmony Books, 2003). 
"It's not just doing away with periods," she 
adds. "Drugs like Seasonale] interrupt the 
natural reproductive hormonal cycle . . . 
These hormones have an effect on every 
system in the body, including the brain." 

Calling physicians who advocate 
menstrual suppression for convenience 
“irresponsible,” Rako explains that she is 
cautious about prescribing medications 
before they have been in use long enough 
to reveal any potential dangers. She cites 
the increased cancer risks associated 
with long-term contraceptive use. 

There is also evidence that Barr 
exaggerated the number of women who 
completed its yearlong clinical trials of 
Seasonale. The company has said 1,400 
women were tested, but of those women, 
reported Newsday, just 456 were put on 
the pill, and only 271 completed a full 
year's trial. The number who dropped out 
suffering an adverse effect was 50 percent 
higher than the control group. Despite its 
slogan, Barr insists the pill should only be 
used for contraceptive purposes. But it also 
funds health groups that promote the idea 
that periods are unnecessary. 

But as persuasive as the 
'counterarguments are, they're unlikely to 
stop millions of fertile American women 
from saying no to blood. For them, the last 
taboo has been broken. 

Nick Rockel 


AFP PHOTOA IN 











Carbon Dioxide 
Country Emissions 


(tons 
{ per person) 
United States 197 
japan 94 
Germany 97 
Poland 8. 
Brazil 18 
China! 23 
India 141 
Ethiopia 64 
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JOUR ENVIRONMENT IS IN TROUBLE, RIGHT? NOT IF YOU'RE A 
Republican lawmaker facing a November election and worried 
constituents. Deforestation? It doesn't exist. Urban air quality 
plummeting? Take a deep breath, because it's all in your mind. 

At least according to a secret memo obtained by The Observer 
that advises GOP congressmen on the party's preferred version 
of the truth. The memo, entitled "From Medi-Scare to Air-Scare," 
opens with a call to action: "Republicans can't stress enough that 
extremists are screaming 'Doomsday!' when the environment is 
actually seeing a new and better day." This is followed by a series 
‘of “facts” and "talking points" listed under the headings, Global 
Warming Is Not A Fact; Air Quality Is On The Rise; The World's 
Forests Are Spreading, Not Deadening; and The World's Water Is 
Cleaner And Reaching More People. The memo even takes aim 
‚at the government's own Environmental Protection Agency, saying 
that it is exaggerating when it claims that at least 40 percent of 
streams, rivers and lakes are too polluted for drinking, fishing 
and swimming. 

Dispatches from the real world tell a different story. 

At the beginning of northern spring, world grain stocks were 
‚down to 59 days, the lowest in 30 years. Major contributing factors 
were last summer's European drought, along with record heat in 
ithe US and India in 2002. Falling water tables and crop withering 
‘temperatures in the major grain growing regions of China, the US, 
and Eastern Europe have agricultural experts worried that farmers 
won't be able to make up the difference, resulting іп a repeat of 
ithe sky-rocketing grain prices and widespread famines that struck 
in the early 1970s, leaving hundreds of thousands dead. 

The Brits are bracing themselves 
for inevitable flooding as sea levels 


Beginning in April, Sedapal, the state-run water company, began 
turning off the taps nightly from 5 p.m. to 5 a.m. The rationing, the 
worst in a decade, will last all year. Government officials cite record 
low rainfall in the mountains. 

Across the US, Earth Day was marked on April 22 with 
unprecedented levels of corporate greenwashing, First organized 
in 1970 as, in the words of one of its founders, “a grass roots 
Protest over what was happening to our environment,” the event 
has morphed into a cheap and easy way for environmentally- 
dubious corporations to paint themselves green while continuing 
behind the scenes with business as usual. Sponsors of regional 
events this year included Marathon Oil (Houston), ChevronTexaco, 
Pacific Gas and Electric, and Wal-Mart (California), GM (Indiana), 
Raytheon (Tucson), Coca-Cola (Georgia), and Starbucks (New 
York). “[The events] allow them to communicate with their target 
audience of green consumers,” writes Geoffrey Johnson in the 
New York Times. “A few thousand dollars will get a company 
marquee exhibition space and a prominent place for its logo on 
publicity material.” A bargain compared to the cost of 
actual change. 

In the tell-me-you're-kidding department, Bjorn Lomborg, 
author of The Skeptical Environmentalist, has been named by 
Time magazine one of the 100 most influential people in the world. 
Among the Danish statistics professor's recent public statements: 
"We are not running out of energy or natural resources,” and 
"The air and water around us are becoming less and less polluted.” 
Sound familiar? Lomborg's book was a major source of the 
"facts" in the Republican "From Medi-Scare to Air-Scare" memo. 


continue to rise. Their government's 
¡Office of Science and Technology 
announced that widespread flooding 
is inevitable in the cities and towns 
between Lancashire and the Humber 
— a region that includes Manchester, 
Bradford and Leeds - and that 
hundreds of thousands will likely 
be flooded at least once in the next 
decade. If current patterns of world 
pollution and energy consumption 
remain stable, they say that by 2080, 
460,000 properties and two million 
people, versus 80,000 properties and 
700,000 people currently, will be at 
high risk of flash floods. 

In Lima, Peru, residents are keeping 
ja glass of water on the bedside table. 


IF YOU'VE VISITED A BEACH RECENTLY, YOU KNOW THAT THE SEA IS FULL OF PLASTIC WASTE. 
‘And so, it seems, are you. Bags, bottles, packaging, and any amount of flotsam litter shorelines 
‘and clog harbors around the world, strangling and poisoning sea birds and other animals. 

But a new study has found that the sea is also polluted with microscopic particles of synthetic 
polymers such as nylon, acrylic, and polyester, ground up by years of sand and waves and 
entering the food chain after being eaten by marine creatures like barnacles. 

Until now, scientists had seen plastic waste as just a minor "storage" problem, because 
it is widely believed that the chemicals used to make plastic don't break down. But this new 
‘Study shows that plastic waste may also be entering the oceans’ life systems. And, unlike 
atmospheric pollution like carbon dioxide and methane gas, those tiny bits of plastic will b 
e with us for hundreds of years. Even biodegradable plastic only degrades so far. 

We've left yet another indelible human mark on the planet. And like the other abuses 
we've dealt out, this problem is likely to come back full circle and bite us in the ass, 
particularly given its effect on the food chain. The study, led by Richard Thompson of the 
University of Plymouth, England, found that the problem is likely much greater than they 
could measure. Their equipment only allowed them to spot particles 20 microns and larger, 
which means many more probably went undetected. If you are what you eat, then we're 
all part plastic now. 
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EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE WORLD BANK 
and the Pentagon released separate 
reports predicting dire consequences as 
а result of unchecked climate change. 
“Global warming a bigger threat than 
terrorism,” the headlines responded. 
Greenpeace was quick to agree: “We have 
met the enemy, and he is us,” shouted 

an article on its website. Around the 
same time, the British government's chief 
scientist, David King, wrote in Science 
that “climate change is the most serious 
problem we are facing today, more serious 
even than the threat of terrorism.” 

Bold statements, indeed, in these times 
‘of war, but underlying them was an even 
bolder accusation: the United States is the 
main perpetrator behind this new threat 
"The United Kingdom is responsible for 
only two percent of the world's emissions, 
the United States for more than 20 
percent," said King. But statistics aren't 
enough. Governor Schwarzenegger may 
be promising a zero-emissions, "green" 
Hummer in California, but America has 
nothing to be proud of when it comes 
to emissions controls. The average new 
car in 2003 weighed in at 4,021 pounds, 
breaking the two-ton barrier for the first 
time since the pimpmobiles of the ‘70s. 
‚And, despite new technology, average fuel 
economy is actually getting worse, down 
to 20.7 miles per gallon from a peak of 
22.1 in the mid-'80s. 

The irony is hard to miss. The very 
nation fighting to rid the world of terrorism 
actually poses a greater threat to the 
world than its proclaimed enemy. A harsh 
realization. But what logically follows is 
even harsher: If global warming is the 
new threat, and automobile emissions 
are responsible for much of that threat, 
then you and | are the new terrorists. 

‘And so is every SUV-driving soccer mom 
and dad between Seattle and Miami, 
every white-collar suburbanite cranking, 
the air conditioning on the drive home, 
and every parent loading up the Ford 
Expedition with super-size family packs 
at Wal-Mart. It's almost blasphemous, but 
the truth is, the motorized pursuit of the 
‘American dream comes at the expense 
of the world's resources. We may as well 
just line up the bodies of the famished, 
the flood-threatened, and the unemployed 
‚side by side between the lane markers 
land drive over them on our way to the 
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gas station. And we don't look as cool as 
we think, either. A recent BBC poll found 
that international viewers see the US as a 
bigger threat than war, terrorism, 
and corruption 

But how is it that we strayed so far 
off the path of moral and environmental 
responsibility? Implicit in American guilt 
are the outdated policies of our leaders, 
policies increasingly shaped by special 
interests. Leading us headlong into the 
global warming crisis is an outdated and 
simplistic energy strategy designed for 
the benefit of Big Oil: control foreign oil 
production through aggressive foreign 
policies and increase domestic oi 
production through invasive exploration. 

If it's failed leadership that led America 
astray, then we need a new leader for 
the challenges we now face. During 
the campaign for the Democratic 
nomination, John Kerry was fond of 
saying: "No American son or daugl 
should ever again be sent abroad to 
die for oil." Heartfelt rhetoric, but what 
if, unlike any politician before him, he 
decided to break the mold and actually 
followed through on that promise? Kerry 
has criticized Bush for withdrawing from 
Kyoto, and his proposed new energy 
policy will reduce American dependence 
on Mideast oil by two million barrels a day, 
raise fuel economy standards to 36 miles 
per gallon, and see the nation start using 
hydrogen power by 2020. But what if he 








woke up one morning with a bold new 
vision, one that required serious risks — 
off the battlefield? Not reducing American 
oil use, but doing away with it all together; 
not increasing fuel efficiency, but making 
all motor vehicles meet zero-emission 
standards, now; not only ratifying the 
Kyoto accord, but becoming the first 
nation to fully comply with it 

An impossible dream? Maybe. But 
that exactly what America used to be 
all about: achieving the impossible? In 
1961, John F. Kennedy stood in front of 
the nation and proposed just that. "We 
choose to go to the moon," he declared, 

not because [it is] easy, but because 

[it is] hard, because that goal will serve 
to organize and measure the best of our 
energies and skill, because that challenge 
is the one that we are willing to accept, 
one we are unwilling to postpone, and 
one which we intend to win." He inspired 
a nation to act, and eight years later, man 
stood on the moon. 

This is a new challenge, one that, 
like the moon mission, calls for "a major 
national commitment of scientific and 
technical manpower." One that asks 
us to "move forward, with the full speed 
of freedom, in [an] exciting adventure." 
For once, the US really would be 
liberators. That would make a welcome 
change on the evening news. 








Kevin Arnold 





A SO-YEAR-OLD SINGLE MAN CAME INTO THE THERAPIST'S 
office for a first session. The therapist looked at the man, 
noticing his shaking hands and downcast eyes. He couldn't help 
but observe that he was immaculately dressed in an Armani 
jacket — easily worth $1,500. The therapist was impressed. 

It was way more than he could afford, but he felt a twinge of 
pride that he would even recognize Armani when he saw it. 

“Ronald” introduced himself with a rather shaky voice. 
Every time his hands moved, the therapist could hear the 
jangling of a gold bracelet attached to a very expensive watch. 
The therapist took all of this in, still surprised to see such an 
affluent, successful client in his clinic that generally served 
working-class people who could only afford to pay on a 
sliding scale. 

“I hate to tell you,” Ronald began, “but I feel a bit 
humiliated to be coming to a place like this.” He gestured with 
his arms to take in a sweep of the building. “But I just cannot 
afford to pay for a therapist in private practice right now.” 
Ronald pulled down the sleeve of his cashmere jacket and 
adjusted the crease on his worsted wool slacks. 

The therapist felt a sting but quickly righted himself by 
making the clinical observation that the client was devaluing 
him, Already a diagnosis was beginning to form — the 
symptoms, the expensive jacket and watch, the negative 
transference = all pointed to a narcissistic man suffering from 
an agitated depression, probably caused by the loss of some 
external support that shored up a fundamentally weak sense 
of self-worth. 

The man’s story confirmed the therapist’s speculations. 
Ronald had grown up with few material pleasures; his father 
was a mediocre physical education teacher, forcing the family 
to move from town to town as his alcoholism continually got 
him fired. His mother was a sour, bitter woman, preferring 
to complain about her husband's ineffectualness rather than 
leave the marriage. Ronald’s description of his childhood was 
succinct: “I hated it.” Determined to transcend his unhappy 
beginnings, Ronald had become a successful real estate broker, 
ultimately selling houses to the wealthiest clientele in the 
community. As the local housing market boomed, Ronald had 
luxuriated in the trappings of success. Ronald’s eyes lit up as he 
told how his house was once photographed for Architectural 
Digest and as he described his collection of vintage Cadillacs. 
The therapeutic alliance was solidified once the therapist 
slipped in the fact that he, like Ronald, knew the value of 
a 1978 El Dorado. 

Ronald then related how everything had collapsed. The 
housing market had gone bad and his spouse had left him. 

He had lost his house and all but one of his cars. The worst 
of it, Ronald told the therapist, was his reaction to all of this 
— the sense of impending doom, the inability to stop his hands 




















from shaking, and the feeling of humiliation so intense that he 
became afraid to socialize with any of his friends. 

The therapist was aware of his uncharitable feeling of 
satisfaction that Ronald probably now had less net worth 
than he did. And for all his devaluation of therapy and the 
humiliation of being at a mental health clinic, Ronald needed 
him. Feeling confident and a little bit powerful, the therapist 
devised and proceeded with his treatment plan: address the 
anxiety through cognitive-behavioral interventions, explore the 
childhood roots of Ronald’s low self-worth, and support him in 
taking steps to reduce his social isolation. Within a few months, 
Ronald had returned to normal. 

“You're a wonderful counselor,” Ronald told the therapist 
enthusiastically, “and you've helped me really understand 
myself.” On that happy note, therapy ended. 

‘About a month later, the therapist received a desperate 
call from Ronald. “Everything was going great. Couldn’t be 
better. 1 even bought another El Dorado. It’s a car you'd love, 
too. But then the IRS caught up with me. I don't want to 
tell you how much I owe. And I'm being sued. I did some things 
1 shouldn't have done, but I needed the money. | owe a lot. Pm 
in big trouble. I want to see you, but 1 have to tell you 
I'm basically broke.” 

What stunned the therapist the most was the realization that 
he had never thought to ask Ronald concrete questions about 
how much debt he owed or whether he could pay his taxes, The 
therapist had done a thorough job assessing Ronald’s mental 
status, but he had completely ignored his financial status. 

By focusing on Ronald’s psychological distress, the therapist 
neglected the true root of the client’s problems: 
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working in a low-fee clinic, he avoided the pain of talking 
about the things Ronald had that he himself could not afford. 
The therapist envied his client too much. 

Ronald's case illustrates a psychological disorder that 
may be termed "acquisitive desire," linked to other symptoms 
such as anxiety, depression and impulsivity. Such disorders 
are an overarching construct that may include compulsive 
shopping, hoarding, greed, purchasing or collecting objects, 
and the neurotic pursuit of possessions. There is little research, 
at present, on how to treat the dysfunctional results of 
acquisitive desire. 











Adapted with permission from “Acquisitive Desire,” by 
Jeffrey Kottler, Marilyn Montgomery and David Shepard, 
from Psychology and Consumer Cuiture, edited by Tim Kasser 
and Allen D. Kanner. Copyright © 2004 by the American 
Psychological Association. 
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Na us's obsession with his im- | 
age, as we know. led 10 his death by | 
drowning and his lover's heartbreak. 
Perhaps there is something equally 
doomed and tragic about humanity’ 
current inability to see beyond itself, 10 
i that human life exists within 
and gains its meanings from great over 
arching natural rhythms, cycles, harmo- | 







"ies and beauties. It seems hopelessly 
nostalgic to imagine that we might ever | 
feel about Creation in the We that Ra- | 
phacl suggests to. ‘Adam in Book vitof| 
Paradise Lost, that it shows ihe Mak- 
er's high magnificence, who builUSo | 
spacious, and his Line stretched out so 
Man may know y 















: 
& 
2 
፡ 


Do you love me Max? Yes-you-do-yes-you-do. You're my best friend. You know that 
Burberry coat | bought you at Pampered Puppy? Your favorite? When you wear it 
to church, could you please not splash mud on it like last Sunday? Be a good boy 
for mommy. 

Awww, Maxy looks so sad. | really wish you could talk to me. What's wrong? 
I think it might be time for somebody to go to the V-E-T. Do you need some doggy 
antidepressants? Are you sad, Maxy? 

| better go get ready. Stephanie's having us over for her dog's bark mitzvah. She's going 
to raise him Jewish. You're like me, Max, a Christian, right Max, right? Are you excited, 
are you? | love you Max. Do you love me? Yes-you-do-yes-you-do. 
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THE DRIVE 
TO MASTERY 


HOW DO YOU FEEL? ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE Way 
you look? In control of where your life is heading? 
Maybe you're in your late 20s and still finding it 
hard to get ahead (or just keep up) in our business- 
obsessed culture. You could be ADD. Or you find it 
hard to chat along around the water cooler about 
last nights must see TV. A case of social anxiety 
disorder, p Then there's facing the big 4-0 
and starting to see so many laugh lines, it's a bad 
joke. So get cleaned up. Eve 
days. Why not you? 

Why not indeed? Why not welcome the pill, 
accept the knife and embrace the injection? 
In a culture so focused on physical perfection and 
individual happiness, it’s easy to see why people 
feel bad when they face the mirror in the morning. 

Thanks to modern technology and consumer 
capitalism, our bodies are no longer something we 
work 
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yone else does, these 





with, but something to work on. Similarly, 





our lives have begun to seem like projects, things 
we need to plan and control to get the most out of. 
More specifically, the moral purpose of life now is 
to discover your true self. So if you feel unhappy, 
or unfulfilled, you're failing and it's your fault. 
Perhaps this is felt more keenly in America where 
individual happiness has stopped seeming like 
a right and more like a duty. Maybe that's why 
Americans turn in such numbers to "neuroceuticals" 
and other ‘enhancement technologies’ sold by the 
booming post-human consumer business. 
Post-humanism may sound like something 
from a science fiction novel, a geek power trip for 
Nietzschean nerds dreaming of a future in which 
they can augment their failing bodies with shiny new 








technology. But these days, post-humanism is a real- 
world, billion-dollar business, selling brands like 
Zyprexa and Paxil, Viagra and Botox to ordinary 
individuals who don't dream of being Superman so 
much as keeping up with ev 
Post-human consumerism is the unintended 





one else 





byproduct of modern science’s mapping of the basic 
stuff of lif 
scientists set out to help people with clearly defined 
medical problems. But over time, all the minor 
downers of everyday life have been medicalized. 

And the drug business has broadened its market 

to people who aren't even clinically depressed, 

or really autistic, but just feeling like they aren't 
quite performing as well as everybody else, as well 
as they should be. In the process, new drugs have 
moved from being specific therapies to more general 
enhancements, the market has opened up and profits 
have gone off the charts. 


from brain chemistry to DNA. At first, 











The next big brain boost is likely to come from 
memory enhancers. Companies like Memory 
Pharmaceuticals are closing in on effective 
treatments for memory loss. These will be aimed 
first at Alzheimer’s patients - a sizeable and 
lucrative market on its own. But financial analysts 
are more excited about what comes next. Pretty 
much everyone over fifty begins to experi 
memory loss. You can just see the “Viagra for the 
Brain” sales pitches now. 

Just as so-called ‘cosmetic psychopharmacology" 
is becoming more targeted, so cosmetic surgery 
has moved way beyond the simple “slice open 
and scrape back.” Now you can go for “volume 
restoration,” which injects fat into your face 
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to smooth out wrinkles, or full body overhauls, 
“inner thigh lifts” and “penile extensions.” 

You can try cosmeceutical creams or next generation 
“dermafillers” like Restylane and Hylaform, or 

even Botox 2.0 ~ a new anti-wrinkle treatment 
called Dysport. 

The anti-aging business now has its own 
celebrities, like cosmetic dermatologist Frederic 
Brandt. He's apparently written songs for a musical 
called “Botox Nation” and markets his own age- 
retarding products, like Crease Release. And just 
wait if, as many start-up businesses hope, gene 
splicing and stem cell 
treatments allow people 
to tackle the effects of 
aging from the inside 
out. Then post-human 
consumerism will really 
move into overdrive. 

Ten years ago, post- 
humanism was a boho 
subculture, populated 
by cyberpunks popping 
‘smart drugs’. Now it’s 
all about Big Pharma 
making millions from 
helping people feel 
“better than wel 
Old-school post-humans wanted to ditch the boring, 
old self for something new. The millions of twenty- 
first century post-human consumers talk about 
using enhancement technologies to feel more like 
themselves (i.e. like everyone else, or how the 
think everyone else feels), The old crew wanted to 
stand out. Present day Paxil poppers want to fit in. 

That said, the two groups share the dream of 
control that technology brings. The cyberpunks 
wanted to use that sense of individual control to 
rebel against consumer conformism. They wanted 
to do their own thing, But doing your own thing 
is now the default sales pitch of modern consumer 
capitalism, which makes its money selling the 
fantasy of individual control. So, as they dreamed 
about their own late *8os extreme makeovers, those 
post-human bohos were paving the way for business 
to move into ever more intimate areas of our lives. 

How far might things go? Evolutionary biologist 





























OUR LIVES HAVE 
BEGUN TO SEEM LIKE 
PROJECTS, THINGS 
WE NEED TO PLAN AND 
CONTROL TO GET THE 

MOST OUT OF. 


Zack Lynch is currently working on a book 
called Neurotechnology and Society and writes 
Brainwaves, a blog tracking new developments 
at the interface between neuroscience and 
modern business — things like “sensoceuticals, 
*emoticeuticals," and “cogniceuticals.” What are 
these exactly? Zack explained recently on Australian 
National Radio: “If you're a financial trader on Wall 
Street, you might take a cogniceutical to improve 
memory retention, an emoticeutical to make you 
more emotionally stable, and maybe a sensoceutical 
to add a meaningful pleasure gradient, to make 

the experience, if you 
will, fun." So, not your 
father's bond trading 
and martinis at lunch, 
exactly. Lynch thinks the 
coming neuroceuticals 
will help individuals 

be more productive 

and efficient and will 
make US business more 
competitive globally. 

So what's good for 
your brain will be good 
for Americ 

In the same interview, 
Lynch speculated 
on the rise of a new business, which he calls. 
‘neurofinance’. He imagined a group of currency 
traders in Singapore “leveraging cogniceuticals to 
improve memory retention and emoticeuticals to 
ease the anxiety of making a trade.” But they'd also 
be tracking their brain states with neurofeedback 
systems, comparing the data to previous trades 
made in a similar emotional state. “Today, you just 
go by your gut. We have lots of information, but not 
information about our own internal emotion and 
how that impacts our decisions.” Lynch reckoned 
all this emotional information would make the 
Singapore traders 20 to 30 percent more accurate 
in their currency trades. 

Lynch's vision of ‘neurofinance’ gets it all out in 
the open. We're heading, it seems, for a world in 
which we try to control all our moods minute by 
minute, in order to make more money. It’s a world 
in which our brain chemistry becomes another 
































real time data flow, another variable in the all- 
conquering global economy. It is a world in which 
the marker is right there looking for its cut in the 
round-the-clock chemical churn of our minds. 

Zack Lynch responds to critics by suggesting that 
there’s nothing wrong with individuals trying to feel 
better. It is the libertarian angle, one that consumer 
capitalism loves to play. Reason magazine recently 
ran a piece about brain-boosting drugs, suggesting 
that critics were “bioethical busybodies” who just 
want to interfere in individual Americans’ lives. 

There is often an old-style religious zeal and 
feel to critics of post-human enhancement. Francis 
Fukuyama and Bill McKibben tell us to accept 
limits to our technological powers, to learn to live 
again with the unpredictability of a natural world 
that's been gifted to us. We shouldn't try to control 
and predict everything, they argue, because a 
world without chance isn’t post-human so much as 
inhuman, True enough, perhaps, but this was also 
true years ago. If we accept that logic, we should 
have banned the birth control pill. It's getting harder 
and harder to draw the line between therapeutic 
technology and enhancement technology. Then 
again, the situation is getting more extreme, more 
invasive. Is there no space free from the free market? 

When people worry about the ultimate effects of 
post-human enhancement, they usually cite Brave 
New World, Aldous Huxley’s vision of benign 
eugenics and mood control, in which people are 
genetically programmed by the state for particular 
jobs and anaesthetized into happiness by drugs 
and entertainment. It’s a wonderful world in which 
individual freedom has gone missing. 

There are obvious links to our present situation, 
but it's not today’s story. Brave New World is about 
top-down eugenics. But what we face is a kind 
of bottom-up eugenics. Lots of individuals make 
individual choices to use post-human enhancements 
for their own personal reasons. But all those choices 
lead to a kind of emergent eugenics, a kind of 
competitive conformism in which you have to fix 
your brain or face like everyone else if you want to 
survive and feel reasonably good about yourself. 

So by an unexpected route (via individual desire, 
rather than state control), we're arriving at the 
“brave new biocracy” predicted by critic Ivan 


Illich, in which everyone is managed from sperm to 
worm by the medical-industrial complex, in which 
people end up staying alive rather than living a fully 
realized life. 

How might that look? Imagine a future in which 
well-meaning parents use technology to plan and 
control the birth of a child who is programmed, 
rather than destined, to become a skilled pianist. 
Imagine the child growing up taking treatments 
that bring out her planned ‘capacities’ in an 
efficient, controlled way. Of course, she has no 
choice in all this, no real freedom, and when she 
learns about how her skill came to her, no real joy 
in her accomplishment. That might lead to a whole 
new kind of depression and alienation, How would 
she deal with it? Imagine the dissonance as the 
preconceived self wrestles with the preemption 
of her freedom of choice. Perhaps the biotech 
business would be on hand with a new set of high 
tech treatments. 

Resisting the drift to biocracy means people need 
to change their minds, not boost them with a pill. 
Individuals can opt out. Perhaps people can organize 
“Take Nothing Days.” But without a more general 
change in attitude, things won't really change. 

So what could we do? Why not turn to a very old 
technology, a cognitive tool that's a long way from 
modern cogniceuticals: the narrative. 

Thus far, all the attacks on the post-human 
economy have been long critiques from, well, 
bio-ethical busybodies and new puritans who want 
people to give things up. Obviously, people should 
heed what they say. But you know they're probably 
not going to. So, to capture hearts and minds 
enhanced by consumerism, what we really need is 
a modern version of Brave New World. We need 
a popular story that pins down our post-human 
consumerist world and its consequences with the 
same skill Huxley showed back in the twentieth 
century. It’s time to come up with a new myth for 
a new age. 








Jim McClellan 


Jim McClellan is a writer specializing in 
technoculture, based in London, England. He works 
for The Guardian and The Observer, and is also the 
interactive writer-in-residence for BBC Online. 
















The US has been subjected to the ruthless and unrelenting 
capitalism, 
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£ | tyranny of the world's most 


REALITY IS NO MORE FIXED THAN A SPIDER'S WEB, SWAYING 
in the breeze. Battle after battle must be waged in the 
rhetorical-political sphere of America to ensure that “terror” 
is confined to the singular notion that We, the Good, are in 
a life and death struggle with They, the Evil. 

As with weapons of mass destruction, it takes a practiced 
illusionist to turn the many shades of gray that define 
“terror” in the world today into a binary system of black 
and white. The question “Who is a terrorist and who is a 
freedom fighter?” reveals this ambiguity. But illusions are 
powerful things, Iraqi insurgents are terrorists, not Bush and 
the occupiers; Chechen rebels are terrorists, not Putin and 
the occupiers; Palestinians are terrorists, not Sharon and the 
occupiers. The illusionist works by 
distortion and the power of suggestion. 
You see what the illusionist wants 
you to see, perhaps because you, a 
willing participant, want to see i 
America, Russia and Israel are the 
most powerful, dominant nations in 
their regions, but somehow they are all 
victims. A powerful illusion indeed. 

Again, like Iraqi wmn, lingering in the American mind as 
a threat if not a fact, terrorism exists as a series of illusions 
put over on the public. Take al Qaeda. After the Spanish train 
bombings, al Qaeda was blamed, but authorities eventually 
confessed that the event seemed to be only inspired by the 
group. Inspired? John Laughland, writing in the British 
magazine, The Spectator, prior to the attacks in Spain, points 
out the illusion: “An evil Saudi millionaire genius in a cave in 
the Hindu Kush controls a secret worldwide network of ‘tens 
of thousands of terrorists’ in ‘more than 60 countries’ (George 
W. Bush).” The media, Laughland points out, repeatedly 
emphasize that terrorist organizations in, say, Bali or Istanbul, 
have links to al Qaeda, yet we're never told quite what these 
links are. Perhaps the group exists more as a powerful idea that 
inspires others than as a physical network with a grand puppet 
master pulling the strings. Al Qaeda is Kaiser Soze. 

Outside America, meanwhile, these illusions fail to cast the 














PERHAPS THE REAL POSTER 
CHILD OF TERRORISM IS 
THE HYPER-COMMODIFIED, 
INCREASINGLY COSMETICIZED 
AMERICAN SELF. 


proper spell on the foreign mind. In the UK and Australia, 
people know America and its terror allies are complicit and 
may suffer revenge attacks, no matter how often its leaders 
may deny the obvious. Such critical outside perspectives 
should, given their ubiquity, promote some reflection in the 
US, but they don't. The American self — the grand “1” in the 
grand illusion - is impervious to criticism, always looking 
inward, as both a nation and a nation of individuals. It cannot 
admit that it is somehow complicit in terrorism, for the whole 
house of cards would come tumbling down. Americans are like 
schizophrenics in a different reality; admitting that their own 
reality is delusional would lead to a collapse of the self. 

So this runaway self persists with its voracious appetite, 
its overdeveloped sense of entitlement, 
its corporate-inflated narcissism, 
its burden on earthly resources. 

It nevertheless remains empty. In trying 
to fill itself up with the fleeting meaning 
derived from constant consumption 
and profligate self-fashioning, the self 
is not just blind to the connection 
between consumption that knows 

no bounds and foreign policies that know none either; the 
connection between the mental marketplace and the desperate 
search for meaning also remains hidden. 

Thus arrives what, in America, is a much forbidden thought, 
locked away behind the grand illusion. Perhaps the real poster 
child of terrorism is the hyper-commodified, increasingly 
cosmeticized American self. The burden of filling millions 
of empty selves daily weighs heavy on the world, as do the 
foreign and economic policies that America has crafted to serve 
and protect it. What it will take to tear down the illusion is 
nor clear. Forcing someone to confront their delusions can be 
dangerous. In the meantime, giant suvs continue to roam the 
streets of America in search of lower gas prices. The illusion 
still holds, protecting the "average American" consumer from 
the most terrible of terrible thoughts: “I am the terrorist." 

















Richard DeGrandpre 
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IF HISTORY 15 À WHEEL, AND NOT THE STRAIGHT LINE 
imagined in the West, the Palestinians are currently stuck 
beneath its tread. “When you fence areas and communities in 
the West Bank, you end a lot of their dreams,” Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon told the Israeli newspaper Maariv. 

He was referring to the massive barrier Israel has been erecting 
around Palestinian population centers, complete with guard 
towers and electronic sensors. “My plan is tough on the 
Palestinians,” he said. “A mortal blow.” 

Nor that we hear much about that on the evening news. 

To kill Arafat or not to kill Arafat? That is the question, 
asked so often it has lost its capacity to shock. As if states 
always run around debating which political opponent gets 
the next bullet. Israel has embraced a policy of imprisonment, 
assassination or expulsion of 
the entire Palestinian leadership. 
Israeli sociologist Baruch 
Kimmerling terms the practice 
“politicide,” which he defines as 
activities designed to “destroy 
the political national existence 
of a whole community of people 
and thus deny it the possibility of 
self-determination.” More than 160 assassinations of suspected 
military and political leaders have taken place since the 
Palestinian uprising began in September 2000, usually killing 
innocent bystanders in the process. Steadily, with methodical 
determination and technological prowess — making lists of 
“wanted men” and crossing them off — Israel has managed to 
annihilate large parts of the leadership class. 

Those not dead have joined the thousands of Palestinian 
prisoners, many held in “administrative detention” without 
trial or access to a lawyer. Marwan Barghouti, an elected 
member of the Palestinian Legislative Council and leader of 
the West Bank Fatah movement - the largest secular Palestinian 
liberation group — was kidnapped by Israel two years ago after 
a failed assassination attempt and remains in an Israeli prison, 
charged with terrorism. Barghouti, who holds a master’s degree 
in international relations, backs a future peace agreement 
that would involve a Palestinian state alongside Israel and has 
cultivated ties with Israel’s peace camp, yet openly supports 
the right of Palestinians to take up arms against the occupation. 
He has been compared to Nelson Mandela, another one- 
time “terrorist.” 

At the same time, the only government capable of bringing 
Israel to heel has lost its will. Bush’s support for Sharon’s 
hardline plan to hold on to the West Bank means Israel 
has virtually free rein to act. It's hard to see any political 
solution that even begins to address Palestinian demands: 
Bush’s putative replacement, John Kerry, agrees with him 100 
percent. If Sharon loses power he will be likely replaced by 
the even more hardline Benjamin Netanyahu. And any Israeli 








SURE, ISRAEL ISN’T ABOUT TO 
CHANGE COURSE AND ALLOW EQUAL 
RIGHTS FOR PALESTINIANS; NEITHER 

WAS SOUTH AFRICA, UNTIL WORLD 
OPINION LEFT IT NO OTHER CHOICE. 


withdrawal from Gaza offers little chance of viable statehood 
for Palestinian residents, given the recent decision to build yet 
more barriers inside the already enclosed strip of land. 

Yer there is a quiet rumbling, one that has been gaining 
momentum: the call for a single state in Israel and Palestine for 
all its residents, regardless of religion or ethnicity, under 
a policy of “one person, one vote.” 

That presents its own problems, not least that demographic 
changes would mean a non-Jewish majority within 20 years. 
But even though the state of Israel wants to be peaceful, 
democratic and Jewish, with 3.5 million Palestinians 
under martial law it will never be all three, Without some 
accommodation of Palestinian demands, there can be no 
lasting peace. 

Right now, the United States 
is the major power in the Middle 
East, and Americans are the only 
people with any real power over 
the Israeli government, What 
the American public needs is 
information about what the US 
government's unquestioning 
support for Israel has wrought 
— information most of the world already receives, particularly 
through the more open European media. Public opinion turned 
the tide in the civil rights movement. And American media 
coverage of South Africa's apartheid system strengthened the 
hand of those fighting to end it. Sure, Israel isn't about to 
change course and allow equal rights for Palestinians; neither 
was South Africa, until world opinion left it no other choice. 

So that means broadcasting this year's International Red 
Cross report condemning the West Bank barrier and Israeli 
behavior in the occupied territories and not burying it in 
one column inch in the New York Times. It means reporting 
on the daily nonviolent protests against the barrier which 
are routinely met with violence by the Israeli army. It means 
chronicling the work of Israeli citizens trying to stop the barrier 
from confiscating thousands of acres of Palestinian farmland, 
thefts they fear will turn good neighbors into steadfast enemies. 
It means condemning aerial bombing of refugee camps with the 
same strong language used to condemn the bombing of a pizza 
parlor or disco. Only the truth can save us, and maybe some 
good journalism. 

Because right now Ariel Sharon is right. The Palestinian 
dream is dead. Unless a drastic change upsets the current 
balance of power, there will be no state in Palestine, except 
inside a barbed wire pen. Yet from the death of a dream 
emerges a new hope, however fragile. The rallying cry of the 
Palestinian freedom movement must be “one person, one 
vote.” As human beings we are all equal, and this truth no 
amount of violence can conquer. 





Deborah Campbell 
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Here are more of the letters we received 
in response to “Why Won't Anyone Say 
They are Jewish?” [Adbusters #52, #53]: 


Hey Nazi scumbag: is being an anti- 
Semitic Nazi scumbag something that 
comes naturally to you, or do you get 
some other gratification from it? 

DAVID TWERSKY 


Evoking tactics similar to the Nazis is 
unacceptable! I cannot understand why 
the left continues to pick on Jews and 
Jewish people. Your article is racist. 
Classifying people based on their religion 
or ethnic homeland is never acceptable. 
Once again, you've proven that left wing 
extremists have no decency, and thank 
God people like you will never be in 
political power. 

NAME WITHHELD 


It was disappointing to read your 
column calling into question the loyalty 
of Jews in Bush’s government. If you 
are saying that Jews cannot be loyal 
Americans, than you must also believe 
that Irishmen, Indians, Germans and 
Mexicans are also traitors to their 
country, whether they were born in the 
US or not. You reveal yourself to be a 
Jew hater beneath contempt. 
LARRY SHAPIRO 
Calgary, Alberta 


Having been a supporter of the way 
Adbusters exposes the media and 
encouraged my children to read your 
magazine, | am shocked and disgusted 
by the cheap potshot “Why won't 
anyone say they are Jewish?” What 
did you expect to gain with this 
adolescent exercise? Was it supposed to 
be insightful or just inciteful? Do you 
intend to follow with a comparable list 
revealing the disproportionate number 
of Jews in humanitarian, philanthropic, 
artistic, and progressive causes of 
all types? 

1 can assure you that unless there is an 
apology, I will avoid your publication in 
the future and will seek my information 





AS A WIDE-EYED YOUNGSTER, PAUL WOLFOWITZ RECEIVED NUMEROUS lessons 
from his father on the dangers of totalitarianism. Jack Wolfowitz was a Polish Jew 
who ensured that his children understood how fortunate they were to escape the 
fate of relatives who lived under Stalin and Hitler. At the dinner table, Paul concluded 
early on that America had a moral responsibility to protect the ideals of freedom 
and democracy. This realization stayed with him after he left home to embark on an 
intellectual journey that took him to the nation’s finest universities and eventually 
to Washington. These days, Wolfowitz's position as the number two man at the 
Pentagon gives him a special capacity to act on this conviction. And the US invasion 
of Iraq is largely attributed to his paradoxical insistence that the US can bring peace 
to the world through war. 

The first time Americans went after Saddam Hussein in 1991, Wolfowitz was 
undersecretary of defense for policy. iraq was successfully contained in part 
because of a genuine effort to build consensus among nations, but a year later, 
Wolfowitz and |. Lewis Libby proposed an alternate vision. Their infamous "Defense 
Planning Guidance” brief called for the US to maintain its position as the world’s 
lone superpower by convincing “potential competitors that they need not aspire to 
a greater role.” It would address the world's trouble spots as it saw fit, and remain 
the dominant outside power in the Middle East in order to preserve US access to the 
region's oil. The brief was toned down after it was leaked to the New York Times, 
but its key points are now enshrined in President Bush’s National Security Strategy, 
also known as the Bush Doctrine. 

As one of Washington's most prominent neocons, Wolfowitz is seen as an 
unflinching ideologue, blinded by his conviction that democracy can be imposed on 
the Middle East by force. He lacks the aversion to war held by most battle-scarred 
soldiers. Academic deferments kept him out of the Vietnam War, and his entire adult 
life has been spent in the halls of academia and the US federal bureaucracy. When 
Washington Post columnist David Ignatius asked Wolfowitz if he ever worried that he 
was too idealistic and lacked the prudence and pragmatism that normally guide war 
Planners, Wolfowitz didn’t answer directly. He merely noted that it was a 
good question. 

Despite the bumps along the way, Wolfowitz remains confident that the current 
adventure in Iraq will open the floodgates to a moderate Middle East and reduce the 
threat of terrorism in the long term. He also appreciates that a political solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict can help that process along. He has articulated support for 
a future Palestinian state and advocates “dealing with settlements,” but he also has 
Strong attachments to Israel. He lived there as a teenager, and his sister is married 
to an Israeli. During the first Gulf War, George Bush Sr. sent him to Israel to convince 
its leaders not to respond to Iraqi airstrikes. More recently, Bush's son told Wolfowitz] 
to speak on behalf of the current administration at a massive, pro-Israel rally in 
Washington, DC. Though Wolfowitz acknowledged Palestinian suffering – and was 
showered with boos as a result - the speech was essentially a reiteration of Israel's 
Position that the key hurdle to peace in the Middle East is Islamic terrorism. He 
concluded by proclaiming "May God bless America, may God bless Israel, and may 
God bless all the peacemakers of the world.” 


















































I was utterly appalled, shocked and 


Did you know that in Judaism one of 
the gravest sins is that of Lashon Harah 
— slanderous, mindless, casual misuse 
of speech? 


from more thoughtful commentary 
such as Tikkun, a periodical that is a 

Jewish voice for bringing mindfulness 
and deep human values more strongly 


into our personal and political lives. SHARON LAZERSON 


outraged at your recent publication of 
a “Jew list.” How is this any different 
from previous generations of “Jewish 
conspiracy” thinking or “Protocols of 


PERLE 


RICHARD PERLE PROBABLY DOESN'T INTRODUCE HIMSELF AS “THE PRINCE OF 

j Darkness," but his critics relish the nickname that he earned as a brash anti-Soviet 
hardliner in Ronald Reagan's Defense Department. He is also sometimes referred 
to as the éminence grise of the neoconservative movement because he exerts 
tremendous influence from the shadows without a formal position in the White 
House. And that's the way he likes it. Donald Rumsfeld wanted to appoint him 
undersecretary for policy — third in the Defense Department hierarchy - but he 
passed. Instead, he chose to head the Defense Policy Board (DPB), an advisory group 
set up by Rumsfeld that has become a primary conduit of neocon ideology to the 
White House. 

Alas, his DPB stint has come to an end. Last March, Perle stepped down as 
chairman of the board following the revelation that a company he worked for was 
seeking favor with the Pentagon. A year later, he quit the board altogether because 
he didn't want his views attributed to George Bush in the coming presidential 
election. His comments suggest a concern that Americans are fed up with neocon 
bellicosity and will punish Bush as a result. Cynical observers figure that Perle also 
stepped down so that he could profit from the war in Iraq without worrying about 
conflict of interest issues. Perle denies any economic motives for pushing for war, 
but has made a lot of money as a consultant to defense contractors. 

Whether Perle is on the DPB or not, few government outsiders can match his 
influence. He remains intimately connected to key players in the Pentagon and is 
affiliated with right wing think tanks such as the American Enterprise Institute, the 
Project for the New American Century (PNAC), the Jewish Institute for National 
Security Affairs, and the Hudson Institute — an outfit that promotes ousting the Saudi 
monarchy in favor of direct American control of their oil fields. 

Perle must have been pleased when the US invaded Iraq. He long pushed for 
Saddam Hussein's removal and is openly motivated in part by his concern for Israel's 
safety. In 1996, Perle suggested Saddam should get the boot in an infamous report 
that advised Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to make a "Clean Break" from 
the Oslo peace process. Six years later he again linked Saddam's removal to Israeli 
safety in a PNAC letter he and other prominent neocons penned to President Bush. 

Like his good friend Paul Wolfowitz, Perle's perspective on international relations 
is shaped in large part by the Jewish experience during World War II. He told the BBC 
that the Holocaust was “the defining moment in our history . . . and it was the failure 
to respond in a timely fashion to a threat that was clearly gathering. We don't want 
that to happen again. When we have the ability to stop totalitarian regimes we should 
do so, because when we fail to do so, the results are catastrophic." 





the Elders of Zion" libels and the like? 
I am increasingly alarmed at the rise of 
anti-Semitism among those whom 
I have considered to be my allies on 
the left. Hateful scapegoating such 
as this does nothing to advance left- 
progressive politics. 
1 demand that you apologize for 
and retract this awful piece of anti- 
Semitic garbage. 
ANIKO BODROGHKOZY 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


We have received many complaints 
about the March/April 2004 issue of 
Adbusters, which we too find to be 
highly offensive. While we gather that 
Adbusters’ purpose is to be provocative, 
a number of articles in this issue rely on 
anti-Jewish conspiracy theories and anti- 
Zionist distortions. The article “Why 
won't anyone say they are Jewish?” 
promotes anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theories about the role of politically 
influential individuals who happen to 





be Jewish and their purported dual- 
loyalties to Israel in forming US policy in 
the Middle East. Adbusters apparently 
wants to sound as if it is breaking a 
taboo in speaking of the Jewish ethnicity 
of some neoconservatives, but the list of 
Jewish names - without any explanation 
or differentiation — is nothing more than 
the stereotyping of Jews. 
ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN 
National Director, Anti-Defamation 
League 
New York, New York 


I have been following this thread since 
it began and would like to point out an 
unpleasant fact. While there are a few 
leading neocons who are not Jewish, 
such as Bill Bennett — and not, 1 would 
argue, Cheney and Rumsfeld - the 
leading lights of the neocon movement 
are overwhelmingly Jewish. To accuse 
anyone who points this out of being 
anti-Semitic is like claiming that anyone 
who points out that members of Opus 
Dei are all Catholics and that the Mafia 
is overwhelmingly Sicilian is a bigot. 
ROBERT BENJAMIN 


Oh, do grow up please. Do the Jewish 
readers taking such offence from your 
questions not see their own glaring 
contradictions? They readily identify 
themselves as Jews yet take offence that 
you dare to identify others as Jews? Am 
I missing something here or is Judaism 
some sort of exclusive quasi-closet that 
we should all be reluctant to open? 
NAME WITHHELD 


Kalle Lasn’s question is fair because a) 
neocons pursue a policy in the Middle 
East which is not in the interest of the 
wider American national body; b) links 
between the neocons and Israel’s Likud 
party are well-documented; c) Jews 
are disproportionately involved in the 
neocon group today, and have been 
throughout its history; and d) Jewish 
identification is a significant factor in 
the construction of the worldview of 
the neocons. 

PETER HIGGINS 


As a social experiment your neocon list 
is fascinating. As a Muslim, I reflected 
how I'd feel if the same were done with 
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The war on terror, if it is going to succeed, wil | 
lize and train some of the less | 
tractive varieties [of masculinity}. Truemannood | 
lows for feeling and sympathy, but in the dark | 
War against terror, nothing that resembles і 
sentimentality is permitted . . . Counter-terror | 
and even torture are sometimes required t9 | ላ 
extract vital information before the next bomb 1 
goes off. In effect, the counterterrorist will only 
gain his enemy's respect if he shows а savogen 
at is equal to the enemy's. We can be thankful 

are not prized among Us, but 


that such qualities 
some Americans will have to acquire them 


have to mobil 
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FEITH 


GENERAL TOMMY FRANKS ONCE REFERRED TO UNDERSECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
FOR policy Douglas Feith as “the fucking stupidest guy on the face of the Earth." Colin 
Powell is no fan either. Bob Woodward quoted him bemoaning the “Gestapo office” 
Feith established to collect intelligence data because he didn’t trust the CIA. 

George Bush initially offered Feith's job to Richard Perle, but when he passed, 
the president went for the next best thing. Feith is a loyal disciple of Perle and takes 


MI a similar hard line. On the Israeli-Palestinian question, he was a vociferous opponent 


of the Oslo peace process and helped Perle author the “Clean Break” document. 
Now that he is in government, Feith must present a more balanced perspective, but 
as a lawyer affiliated with the ultra-hawkish Center for Security Policy, he consistently 
argued that blame for the conflict lies squarely in the Arab camp. He rejected "land 


M for peace" deals with Palestinians, asserted that all of Jerusalem must remain in 


f Mi Jewish hands and affirmed Israel's right to colonize the West Bank - or Judea-Samaria 
as he and other Zionists like to call it. 

B Feith's perspective substantiates the adage ‘the apple doesn't fall far from the 
tree.’ His father, Dalck Feith, was a member of the 1930s Polish Zionist movement 
Betar - a forerunner of Israel's Likud Party - and later joined the Zionist underground. 

M Both father and son were given awards in 1997 by the Zionist Organization of Americal 
(ZOA), one of the most right wing, pro-Israel groups in the US. 

Lately, Feith has become a bit of a punching bag following revelations that his 
“Gestapo office” provided shoddy intelligence in the buildup to the Iraq war. Despite 
the CIA's inability to find any evidence linking Saddam Hussein with al Qaeda, Feith's 
counterterrorism office was convinced the link was there. He and his subordinates 


were fixated on toppling Saddam, and so they blindly listened to informants who 
told them what they wanted to hear. Nevertheless, Feith stands by their findings. 
Neocons, after all, don’t apologize, because in their eyes, they're never wrong. 


They can’t be. 


my community. 1 admitted to myself 
that my first reaction would be to get 
pissed off at seeing my community and 
religion being singled out. My feeling, 
is that some of the readers who accuse 
you of anti-Semitism are angry for 

this reason. However, the insinuation 
is that these neocons are somehow 
more dangerous because they're Jewish 
= something that any Jew would find 
hard to swallow because it’s an attack 
on their identity. 

Given that I'm not Jewish, I can ask 
the question and reflect on it without 
feeling defensive. Are these neocons 
more dangerous because they're Jewish? 
The answer, I fear, is yes. Jewishness 
implies neocon support for Israel. 

As long as Israeli power is not held to 
account, the world will keep sliding 
toward a situation where the only 
law that applies is “might makes 





right,” which is what caused 9/11 in the 
first place. 
ZAID HASSAN 
London, United Kingdom 


Thank you for having the courage to 
print an article about Israel, Zionism 
and the war in Iraq. My Israeli husband 
called me a Palestinian for wanting 
peace and equality in Israel. 1 filed for 
divorce. I guess I couldn’t get along with 
his Zionism. 

TINA MARIE MANCHESTER 


More and more I’m coming to see the 
need for what I think of as “imperfect 
speech”: the freedom to speak from 
the gut, in terms that are as stark and 
plainspoken as we want in order to 
make ourselves heard. George Orwell 
wrote a great essay on the use of the 
English language. At the time, he was 


protesting the increasing obfuscation 
of meaning in bureaucratese and 
political jargon and euphemism, but a 
similar essay could be written today. 
It's not “political correctness” that’s the 
problem, as so many have said. It’s that 
communication has become dislocated 
and dehumanized to the point that our 
mass communications have no similarity 
to the free arguments we might have 
over a late-night bottle of vodka or pot 
of coffee. Does anyone really doubt that 
right wing Jewish intellectuals bring 
something unique and powerful to 
geopolitics? They do. We can discuss the 
political costs of George W.s evangelism 
and Blair’s Christianity. Why is it so 
difficult to publicly contemplate the 
influence of a politics located on the 
Jewish right wing? 

BENSU ABAZ 


What may Israel do to protect herself? 
Apparently nothing except to allow 
herself to be annihilated, which she will 
not do. I know that it is very au courant 
to bash Israel; condemning “Zionism” 
is merely the newest mask for the oldest 
hatred in the world: anti-Semitism. 
Its a polite way to say that Jews don't 
deserve to exist anywhere or do anything 
except to be led, like lambs, to slaughter, 
I strongly encourage anyone who 
wants to check their facts to read Alan 
Dershowitz's book The Case For Israel 
and then make up their own mind. 
LAURA GOLDSTEIN 


I have been proud to be Jewish since the 
first time I was called a kike when I was 
five years old. I walk in the footsteps 

of Marx, Spinoza, Trotsky and the 
Rosenbergs and am part of the legacy 
of Jews who spent their lives creating, 
defending and dying with others for the 
opinions that you and I hold so close 

to our own hearts. With that in mind, 
Thumbly send you a list of Jews in 
North America who work for the 
freedom of all humanity in direct 
opposition to the policies of George 
Bush: Noam Chomsky, Amy Goodman, 
Jeremy Rifkin, Mark Achbar, Jon 
Stewart, Naomi Klein, Judith Butler and 
Michael Lerner. 





MICHAEL LEVY 














The direction Israel is going with the R | E E 
approval of the US is very disconcerting, 
as it has becoming increasingly clear 
that the Israeli government wants to do IN THE DAYS FOLLOWING THE SEPTEMBER 11TH ATTACKS, GEORGE BUSH'S 
all that it can to make true Palestinian closest advisors converged on Camp David to chart a course for America’s response. 
autonomy logistically impossible. One evening, after a day of war talk, Condoleeza Rice comforted the group by singing 
It's time we stop viewing the hymns and traditional American songs for over an hour. Rice likes the fact that she 
Palestinian/Israeli issue as merely a can sing Christian songs with her colleagues: “In many ways, it's a wonderful White 
political phenomenon, and view it as House to be in because there are a lot of people who are of faith, starting with 
what it really is: an issue of basic human the president.” 
rights. The Palestinian people were She is careful to say “faith” where she means “Christianity,” but she happily wears 
driven from their homes, and have been her religion on her sleeve. George Bush's National Security Advisor is the daughter 
denied the right of return that refugees of a Presbyterian minister who grew up in segregated Birmingham in the late 1950s 
everywhere are legally entitled to. Even M and early 1960s. Church for her was not only a place to worship, it was also the 
those who are not refugees have to face social center of the community and the focal point of her life. As a young girl, she 
the brutal realities of the Israeli military was already groomed for success. Her early years consisted of ballet and language 
occupation and the continued illegal and piano lessons. In 1963, when Rice was eight, she visited the White House with 
appropriation of their lands every day. her father and declared, "One day, ''| be in that house.” This at a time when blacks 
MAHA AYESH had a hard enough time even voting. She skipped two grades in school and enrolled 
Knoxville, Tennessee in university at 15, eventually completing a PhD in international studies. She began 
teaching at Stanford University in 1981, before joining George H. W. Bush's National 
Why is everyone getting so defensive? Is Security Council in 1989. The arrival of Bill Clinton saw her return to Stanford. During 
it because you feel guilty about $3 billion this time she also sat on the board of Chevron, and the company said thank you by 
a year in military aid to Israel from naming an oil tanker after her. When Bush's son took the presidential reins, Rice 
the US? Guilty about American-made got the call to run the National Security Council and returned to Washington. 
F-16s, helicopter gunships and armored Although she is a close confidant to the president, she does not enjoy the influence 
Caterpillars that bulldoze civilian that national security advisors have traditionally enjoyed. Many liken her to a courtier 
homes? The best way to end terrorism is who provides Bush with emotional support while the neocons in the Defense 
to stop participating in it. Stop funding Department determine his foreign policy. For, although Rice and Bush are on different 
Israel, Turkey, Egypt, Algeria and intellectual planes, they share a profound bond thanks to their love of football and 
Columbia. Start focusing on health care, fervent Christianity. Rice prays with the president regularly and takes great comfort 
education and the food supply instead. in the knowledge that millions of Americans petition God on her boss's behalf every 
SEAN ORR day. Their shared sense of Christian morality shapes their view of the world and puts 
them on the same page policy-wise. 
It goes without saying that there are Right wing Christians tend to see America and Israel as spiritually connected and 
decent, moderate Jews who are horrified beacons of God's light in a wicked, pagan world. Rice may not agree with the more 
by Israeli criminality and who don’t radical ideas of Christian Zionists, but she is open about her “deep bond" to Israel. 
believe in one standard for Israel, and She told the country's Yediot Aharonot newspaper: "I first visited Israel in 2000. 
another for the rest of the world. They | already then felt that | am returning home despite the fact that this was a place | 
want a just resolution to the Palestinian/ 3 never visited. | have a deep affinity with Israel. | have always admired the history of 
Israeli crisis and don’t merely echo the 3 ithe State of Israel and the hardness and determination of the people that founded it." 


policy of the Israeli land-grabbers and 
murderers. They share the values of 
decent people everywhere - Muslims, 
Jews, Christians and others. 
DON COOPER 
Toronto, Ontario 





Myself, I would be as proud to be Jewish But part of the problem, as any between all groups? Though, can we do 
as I would any ethnicity. But I would North American native will attest, is this while corporate-state sanctioned 
have to take a hard and open stand our own denial of our "guest status" racism persist? 

against a single-race “Jewish” state and our history of racist apartheid and Come on people, let's wake up. Come 
- particularly one forced on multi-ethnic | aggressive occupation. Does this make us хо terms with reality and speak and 
Palestine — practicing apartheid on its blind to the whole arrogant, racist and act consensually. 

native peoples and terrorizing the region | ultraviolent imperial sweep of the world? NAME WITHHELD 
with help from the world's number one If so, isn't it about time we commence 


superbrute state, the US. a full Truth and Reconciliation process To suggest that only the Jewish neocons 


DURING THE 1999 IOWA REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY, CANDIDATES 

were asked which political philosopher had influenced them the most and why. 
George Bush offered this response: “Christ, because he changed my heart.” Such 
assertions are well-received in the churches of America, a country where 40 percent: 
of citizens identify themselves as born-again evangelicals. Bush is one of them. In ፳፻፪ 
1986, following years of heavy drinking and perfunctory church attendance, he saw Y 
the light and traded the bottle for the Bible. This newfound zeal fueled the ambition 
and direction that took him first to the governorship of Texas, and ultimately to ће Ў 
Oval Office. Convinced that he has been called by God to lead the nation, Bush 

asked prominent pastors to lay their hands on him and pray for the future while he 
campaigned for president. Now that he’s in the White House, he regularly alludes 

to Scripture and reads devotionals every morning. 

Bush looks to the Bible for policy guidance and prefers intuition to logic. Princeton ፳፪ 
bioethicist Peter Singer equates Bush's ethical decision-making process to that ofa $ 
13-year-old boy. His Manichean good versus evil perspective of the world does not 
allow for any shades of gray. It is shaped by right wing preachers who believe Satan 
exists and who talk about evil as a mystical force. He can afford to antagonize non- 
Christian voters with his religious rhetoric because the Christian right is his ultimate 
audience. As long as Bush stays in the good books of this massive voting bloc, his 
chances for re-election remain favorable. 

One way to keep the Christian right happy is to consistently back Israel. Many 
Christians reflexively support Israel because they were raised on Sunday school 
stories of a mythical, allegorical nation of Israelites, God's chosen people. They 
associate this Biblical narrative with the modern state of Israel and consequently 
overlook Palestinian aspirations for justice. The more dangerous breed of pro-Israel 
Christians, however, are those who identify themselves as Christian Zionists. Their 
narrow reading of the Bible convinces them that the second coming of Jesus is 
dependent on Jewish control of the Holy Lands. In the words of Jerry Falwell, "The 
most dramatic evidence for His imminent return [is] the rebirth of the nation of Israel.” 
Right wing Israelis are happy for Christian Zionist support even though it rests on a 
rather anti-Semitic End Times theology: when Jesus steps onstage for his encore, 
Jews who don't convert to Christianity will perish. 

Bush has not publicly espoused Christian Zionist views, but it is reasonable to 
expect that his evangelical beliefs translate at the very least into an inflated sympathy 
for Israel. And even though Bush's stated position on Israel-Palestine doesn't jive 
with Christian Zionists — they want Palestinians expelled from the region - they are 
no doubt pleased with his support for Ariel Sharon. Now, they just need to convince 
him to fire a few missiles at Jerusalem's Dome of the Rock. That would facilitate the 
reconstruction of the Temple and allow us all to sit back and relax while we watch 
Armageddon unfold and await Christ's return to earth. 





are enabling the pro-Israel bent of the 
current administration is absolutely 
preposterous. Have you listened to 
Pat Robertson in the last three years? 
Evangelical Christians are some of the 
most ardent Zionists the world has ever 
seen. To focus only on the Jews in the 
group is weak and shortsighted. 

DANIELA MAESTRO 


George W. Bush's core base of support 
is among Christian fundamentalists 
who hold that the existence of Israel 
and prosperous rather than oppressed 
Jews are essential to the Second Coming 
of Christ. Admittedly their love of the 
Jews is conditional and provisional 

= Jews are seen as potential future 
converts to Christianity rather than 
Jews as such. But that love is powerful 


enough to make the Bush administration 
pro-Zionist and welcome to Jewish 
conservatives in advisory capacities. 

ANNIE 1. 

East Sussex, United Kingdom 


Many members of the neoconservative 
community who are Jewish have been 
working on this “grand plan” to 
transform the Middle East - toward an 
ideal held by Likudnik Israelis - since 
the 19705, when they formed a group 
called the Jewish Institute for National 
Security Affairs (JINSA). Paul Wolfowitz, 
Richard Perle, William Kristol, and 
numerous other right wing Jewish people 
were and are members of Jınsa. These 
same people are the primary figures 

in the national security establishment 
who have been agitating for war in the 
Middle East, using the argument that 
the national security concerns of the US 
are indistinguishable from the national 
security concerns of Israel. 

It is not anti-Semitic to point out these 
facts. These facts are a matter of open 
public record. 

CLIFF FRENSLEY 
Seattle, Washington 


The fact is that the US government has 
been commandeered by a small group 
of extremists who want to help the 
state of Israel at all cost. Al Qaeda 
hijacked a couple of planes and flew 
them into the World Trade Center, the 
neocons hijacked the country and flew 
it into Iraq. 

DOV PROMBAUM 

Naperville, IL. 


Гат glad to see this debate develop 
from its initial lowbrow swearing, finger 
pointing and kookiness on both sides 
into something more informative and 
Itimately, I hope, constructive. 

Given the murderous mess that has 
developed in the Middle East, I think 
that putting the neoconservatives - who 
bear so much of the responsibility for 
this bloody chaos - under a microscope 
and exposing their passions and motives, 
is now more important than ever. 

Kalle Lasn 
Editor-in-Chief, Adbusters 


The debate continues at www.adbusters.org 
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BOTH THE BIBLE AND THE KORAN CONTAIN THE PHRASE 
“an eye for an eye.” That oldest of idioms helps explain the 
infernal cycle of violence that spins ever more out of control in 
‘liberated’ Iraq. Retribution and escalation are driving events: 
US troops vowed revenge for the grisly deaths of four civilian 
contractors, burnt and hung from a bridge in Fallujah; Islamist 
militants sawed an American’s head off in retaliation for the 
Abu Ghraib jail horror. They videotaped the butchery and 
uploaded it onto the internet for public consumption. “The 
dignity of the Muslim men and women in Abu Ghraib and 
others is not redeemed except by blood and souls,” one fighter 
explained. Back to the familiar narrative of good vs. evil, 
surely? And even if a “few bad apples” in the US army had 

set dogs loose on Iraqi civilians, at least they didn’t cut off 
their heads. 

But still. There is a lot more to this torture story than a few 
moments of temporary insanity. US soldiers were “only obeying 
orders,” said one, as testimony begins to build a clearer picture 
of what happened. If not condoning the brutal “interrogation” 
methods the command chain did, at the very least, turn a 
blind eye to them, regarding any information as better than 
nothing, But do the ends justify the means? The answer to one 
of the oldest philosophical questions going depends on your 
perception, your morals and the situation on hand. 

On a deep level, al Qaeda sees this as a war between 
Christianity and Islam and for all his public denials, so does 
George W. Bush. He has has told relatives that the war on 
terror is a “religious war.” In the book, The Bushes, one of 
them says, “His view of this is that they are trying to kill the 
Christians. And we the Christians will strike back with more 
force and more ferocity than they will ever know.” 

Bush constantly refers to fighting “enemies of freedom” in 
the war on terror. In his bipolar world people are as he defines 
them. We love freedom and we are human, and because we 


say they don't want freedom then they aren't human - and 

they don't have to be treated as such. One soldier facing trial, 
Private Lynndie England, said her superiors had ordered her to 
pose for photos during the torture sessions. Officers, she added, 
had applauded the pictures, and told her the humiliation of 

the prisoners was paying off. 

The enemies are Muslim. The prisoners are Muslim. 

Not human, one and all. The thread of sexual assault and 
humiliation running through the soldiers’ actions reveals the 
absolute arrogance of absolute self-belief in the destiny of their 
cause. They are in complete control; they are meant to be there; 
they will win. 

It’s an attitude that goes right back to the Oval Office. 

This is more than a war for George Bush. It is a fight for 
America’s survival and one he believes he must and will win. 
Because of that, he can and will do anything. That moral 
certainty he brings to his choices - of knowing that what 

he does is always right — has spread like osmosis, whether 
consciously or not, outward from the Oval Office. It infected 
Bush’s angry yes-man, Donald Rumsfeld, then trickled down 
to the troops on the ground who ran interrogations according 
to rules laid down in that bastion of international law, 
Guantanamo Bay. 

Iraqis, in the meantime, are dying in their hundreds, in their 
thousands, and no one even tries to count the bodies. Here 
are the facts of two of those deaths at the hands of Coalition 
soldiers, as recorded by Amnesty International: an eight-year- 
old girl aimed at and shot; a 20-year-old man at a wedding 
shot in the back. 

Where do you draw the line between good and evil now? 
The moral high ground has been closed to all visitors. In fact, 
it never really existed. In our weakest moments, every one of 
us is capable of evil. 

Mark White 





FEAR ANB FAMILY 


IN LAS VEGAS: 





A CONTEMPORARY 
CHRISTMAS CAROL 


“WE'RE DOING THIS FOR GRANDPA,” MY MOTHER 
announces, rallying my stunned Midwestern family 
into our glittering castle at the Excalibur Hotel. 

We gorge ourselves on a tasteless Sherwood Cafe 
feast and then tear open presents “just to get it out 
of the way.” Setting off on a manic pilgrimage down 
the Strip, w 
spiraling carpets and blinking lights of cities we've 
only seen on TV. New York, Paris, and Monte Carlo 
tower behind long silvery driveways, bathing under 
heavy blasts of floodlights. We pass the Stardust 

and other legends of yore, drifting into Downtown 
Vegas and its expected swarm of sweat-suited 
pedestrians, gold and garish awnings, and the ever- 
pulsating hiss of runaway neon. Instinctively, my 

| Cortez 
and points to a string of Christmas lights sagging 
over the entrance. “This is just what Grandfather 
would’ve wanted.” 

We plow through the threadbare carpets and 
broken machines of a dozen smaller casinos, rarely 
speaking, and when we do it’s reserved for the 
menial tasks of refilling drinks or getting change. 
The hours blur into a fog of tapping ice cubes, 
whirling digital numbers, green tables, saccharine 
Christmas carols, and very little winnings. We each 
overspend our daily allowances and crawl into the 
taxis early, heading back to the hotel. Too drunk 
for bed, my family resigns themselves to the nickel 
slots near the back without talking. After a hard 
year of cold turkey, the entire family has suddenly 
picked up smoking again. Everyone except my 
grandmother, that is. 








e ramble through the spinning bananas, 














mother follows some dusty locals into the 











The nurse rolled my grandfather in on a gurney. 
His cheeks had sunk down to the bone and his 
limbs lay out like limp celery. The three lumps in 
his lungs hadn't shrunk over four treatments, 
and due to his poor condition, the doctors had to 
radiate them that very morning, on Christmas 
Day. My grandfather called me up to him and 
whispered sweetly. 
Merry Christmas, honey. You don't smoke, 

do you?" 

“No, Grandpa, I don't." 

*Good, honey. Good." 

And those were the last words he ever said to me. 

We waddle out onto a slab of cement that has 
abruptly interrupted the Colorado River's twelve- 
million-year journey from the Continental Divide, 
carving out the Grand Canyon, on its way to the 
Gulf of Mexico. Our cameras click epileptically 
and my grandmother gives the play-by-play of the 
tour. "Over four million cubic yards of concrete. 
I wonder what that costs today? Three million 
kilowatts. That's a lot of bucks we're talking about. 
Enough water for Los Angeles, San Diego, Phoenix. 
1 bet they pay a lot for the water rights." We cross 
through the turbines and generators of Hoover Dam 
and then meet back at the top. My grandmother 
meditates on Lake Mead's long and broad body 
slithering up through the hills in the distance. 

“Makes you wonder how much it's worth,” 
she says. 

"Certainly more than we deserve," my 
father answers. 

Its dark by the time we return to the city and 














another dawn is rising with the lights of Vegas. 
My grandma is stationed at the roulette table and 
1 attempt a kiss when saying goodnight. She waves 
me off like cigarette smoke, eyes pinned hopefully 
on the black chips she has laid on the table, and in 
that moment I realize my family has accomplished 
its goal of visiting Vegas for Christmastime. 

We've found the distraction we all so desperately 
wanted, a diversion from sorrowful memories of 
my grandfather, a diversion from each other. 


My mother escorted me across the room to look 
at the body. His face had a plastic quality and it was 
glistening and swollen 
with make-up, giving 
him an artificial tan. 

1 saw the scar on his 
forehead and the slight 
dimple in his cheek 
and I glanced at my 
mother and started to 
cry. I was crying and 
my mother was too. 
The family moved in 
around us and we lost 
ourselves in embraces. 

"Doesn't be look 
nice," my mother wept. 
"That suit cost $300," 
my grandmother said. 

“Old John never wore a three-hundred-dollar suit 
his whole life," my uncle said. 

“But he does look nice,” my mother said. 
“Doesn't he?" 

My aunt backed away from the mannequin face 
of my grandfather. She lit up a cigarette and wiped 
at her eyes. “He looks like shit.” 


On Christmas Eve, I watch a winter display 

of twitching robotic children singing around a 
plump styrofoam snowman in the casino lobby. 

My cousin finally sneaks away from the family and 
we secretly catch a taxi down the Strip, reading 

the gigantic marquees along the way. Lionel Richie, 
Tony Bennett, Taylor Dayne. They’re all coming 
into town for one night only. My cousin finds 

an inconspicuous nightclub tucked between two 
pawn shops just outside of downtown, The bar is 
archetypically dingy with smoky, black lighting, a 
floor that sticks to your shoes, and the permanent 
puke-and-beerspill smells of three a.m. On the club's 
four grimly lit stages, topless ladies at middle age's 
onset are collectively dancing with a bored, routined 





WE PLOW THROUGH 
THE THREADBARE 
CARPETS AND BROKEN 
MACHINES OF A DOZEN 
SMALLER CASINOS, 
RARELY SPEAKING 


pace. They are batting their wrinkled, party-burned 
eyelids ar the few derelicts seeking asylum from the 
holiday season taking place outside. A yawning 
biker bartender serves us some very expensive 
drinks for the dump we're in, and my cousin starts 
laying down dollars on stage, smelling the discount- 
store perfume on each dancer’s neck. 

“You know, I really miss women,” he says. 

“You've got a woman.” 

“No, I've got a wife.” He drinks disparagingly 
from his glass. “Have you ever heard of the penny 
game? You put a penny ina jar each time you have 
sex during your first year of marriage. Then you 
pull them out your 
second, Five years 
down the road, 
you still have that 
same change.” 

“I didn’t know it got 
like c 
“I could've done it 
up but I believed them 
about the marriage and 

the kids." 

“You can do it up 
tonight," I say. “Don’t 
do anything stupid but 
take a drink and try 
something you've never 
done before. For one night only, it's just you and 
me.” I pause. “And Vegas.” 

My cousin scrambles around the club, bringing 
back a black woman with straight platinum hair, 
ruby press-on nails, and green rings staining each 
finger. My cousin hands her the remainder of his 
child's college fund. The lap dance lasts three songs 
and she kisses him on the lips when i 

“Christ, I feel reborn,” he says. “1 feel like it's 
holiday from it all.” 

I glance at my watch, which has just gone past 
12. “Merry Christmas,” I say. 

“It's a shame old Grandpa isn't here to see this,” 
my cousin says, then turns to watch the newest 
stripper ascending the stage. She kicks off her 
stilettos and rolls up her hot pink tank-top. I notice 
the C-section scar hiding underneath. 

“Yeah,” I say. “It’s just what he would've wanted.” 




















Jonathan Phillips 


Jonathan Phillips is a writer and political reveler 
who lives in New York City, where he stages jams, 
pranks and flash mobs. 
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MORAL MIDGETS 


TODAY IN AMERICA, ANYTHING GOES. 
You see it in the toothy smiles of soldiers 
as they torture Iraqis at Abu Ghraib. It’s 
in the prisoners in orange overalls, held 
unprotected from the hot sun beneath 
Camp X-Ray’s razor-wire ceilings. It’s 
there among the neverending danceline 
of convicted criminal executives, from 
Enron’s Jeffrey Skilling to banker Frank 
Quattrone. It’s in the words of President 
Bush as he stands before the nation, 
unable to see his own shadow. Prison 





torture in Iraq? That's not part of the 
“America that I know,” he offers. 
From New York to Des Moines to 
an Diego, the Bush administration’s 
amorality has spread like a virus. In the 
country where nothing really matters, 
contestants compete to adopt a teen 
mother's baby on Авс, and endure 
head-to-toe plastic surger 
beautiful on Fox. Instead of turning 
away in revulsion, more than nine 
million tune in to Fox’s biggest reality- 








to become 








TV hit yet. 

Where's the church to lead us out of 
this mess? Mired so deep in lawsuits 
that it might go bankrupt. More than 
10,500 cases of child molestation were 
brought against 4,392 Roman Catholic 
priests between 1950 and 2002. What, 
then, does Los Angeles Cardinal Roger 
Mahony do? Tosses his moral compass 
to pursue a course of secrecy, defying a 
subpoena to testify before a judge in the 
civil molestation case of former priest, 





s? 





Oliver O'Grady. Mahony is also alleged 
to have ignored warnings from bishops 
about several priests’ “homosexual 
problems” with boys. Even in the 
church, anything goes. 

And who could forget Bill Clinton’s 
legacy? Here was a popular president 
who, with a wink and a smile, made sex 
in America merely an argument over 
semantics. His people excused him, even 
when he outright lied to them. 

It was only sex after all, nudge-nudge. 














Then along came George W. Bush. 
His sense of right and wrong, it seemed, 
was stronger still than the leather of his 
cowboy boots. Sure, he had traveled a 
youthful path of mindless hedonism, 
but now, George was born again, There 
would be no more scandals. No more 
smiles, winks, or nudge-nudges. After 
Iraq was liberated, there would be 
“no more torture chambers and rape 
rooms” either, 

Then came the tort 











s and rapes at 


the hands of US soldiers and private 
defense contractors, in a gulag from 
Saddam’s terrible past. But it wasn’t 

just the intense humiliation of prisoners 
= many held without charges - that made 
the world clutch its belly above the toilet 
bowl. No, it was the brutal interrogation 
methods that repulsed the most. How, 
people started to wonder, did a 21- 
year-old soldier from middle America 
know that Muslim men were banned 

by Islamic law to be naked with one 


News conference held by the Catholic church on abuse, February 2004 














another? Slowly, we realized directions 
must have come from higher up. 

Bring on the moral outrage! But where 
is it, America? Suffocating beneath the 
culture of systemic moral indifference 
that encouraged these acts. Donald 
Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, had 
to be hauled before Congress before 
offering so much as an apology. He was 
still raking cues, it seemed, from the 
amoral mood set by Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba - a twilight zone where American 
values and laws are on permanent 
holiday. A place where kids younger 
than 16 are held, without charges, 
indefinitely. A place that, by its very 
function, heralds Bush as a leader who 
gives his country moral midget status. 

Can we blame Joe American, then, 
when he looks around and doesn’t 
care? Bush and Sharon bare their teeth 
to the world with their loaded-gun 
politics. Weapons of mass destruction 
don't exist, no matter how long 
Washington searches. Even Bob Dylan 
hocks lingerie now. But Jo 
listening, anyways. He’s worrying about 
the price of gas, or enjoying “moral” 
controversies like Janet Jackson's 
half-concealed nipple peeking out at 
Superbowl halftime. He no longer hears 
the word “urinate” on his radio, and 
pictures of tortured Iraqi prisoners have 
their genitals blurred to protect his eyes. 

He’s scraping the bottom, looking 
for meaning. And what's there for him: 
miracles! But they're no longer fit for 
the church; they're now a product of 
television. Make way for The Swan, 
Am 
The show makes plastic surgeons into 
messiahs who can banish painful pasts 
and create brighter futures, Its producers 
proclaim The Swan is “where fairy tale 
turns into reality,” and where women are 
“given a second chance in life. 

Second chances are all America can 
hope for, The world's lasting impre 
of American morality might, for a long 
time, be a naked Iraqi cowering before 
US soldiers and attack dogs. Just another 
sign that beauty really is skin deep in 
Bush's slick new world. 

Timothy Querenges 
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IT'S FLICKERING, EPHEMERAL, 
just out of reach. We climb 
social ladders grasping for it, 
we run endless rat races hoping 
to find it waiting for us at the 
end, like a hunk of cheese. We 
travel to foreign lands looking 
for it, we switch spouses, 
hoping the new wife might have 
it in her handbag. 

Happiness: it's such an 
elusive goal that Thomas 
Jefferson, in the Declaration 
of Independence, promised 
Americans the right to its 

4 pursuit, but not necessarily to 
Our best. its possession 

More and more, we in the 
industrialized world seem to 
be failing in that pursuit, like 
a pack of overfed, listless greyhounds at the track, watching the 
mechanical hare leap away ahead of us. According to Gregg 
Easterbrook, author of The Progress Paradox: How Life Gets Better 
While People Feel Worse, ten times as many people in the westen 
nations suffer from clinical depression than did in 1950. In a 1997 
poll, 66 percent of Americans said they believed the lot of the 
average person is getting worse. 

These statistics initially puzzle Easterbrook, who thrusts the big 
picture in the reader's face and reminds us that in almost every 
way, the average person in the western world is better off than 
ever before. We live longer, have more equal access to health care 
and education, suffer from less discrimination, have more personal 
freedom and leisure time, and make more money: the typical 
American's income has more than doubled since 1960 (that's after 
adjusting for inflation). 

So why the malaise and ennui? Easterbrook posits plenty of 
causes, including the obvious: our consumption-obsessed society 
encourages us to try to buy happiness. 

If any further proof is needed of the hopelessness of this 
strategy, a quick read of Tim Kasser’s The High Price of Materialism 
should suffice. Kasser, a social psychologist, combs through the 
accumulated data on people with materialistic values and finds 
that they feel neither secure nor good about themselves, that 
they have fewer intimate relationships, and feel little control over 
their lives. 

The subjects of Kasser's inquiry are never satisfied; rather, 
they're always looking towards the next promotion or purchase, 
goaded by a ceaseless barrage of advertising. Easterbrook agrees, 
and it may be one of the most fundamental reasons we're in this 
mess: we're so obsessed with looking for happiness in the future 
that we forget to enjoy the present. 

Easterbrook goes so far as to say that Americans expressed 





more positive views about life in the 1950s than today because 
people then felt they had more to look forward to. The war was 
over, and American men buckled down at their jobs with the firm 
expectation that grit and determination would buy a bigger house 
for the missus, fill it with the newest appliances, buy a Chevrolet 
and send little Johnny to college. Today, the typical American grew 
up in that bigger house, with not one, but two cars in the garage, 
and electric can-openers aplenty. Sure, many people now aspire 
to a third car and an even bigger house, but others are wondering, 
just how many can-openers can a person have? 

Obviously a change in both values and aspirations is needed. 
Kasser and Easterbrook differ slightly on their prescriptions for 
happiness, but they agree that we need to feel that our lives have 
a purpose beyond the acquisition of stuff. By focusing more on 
self-expression, friendship, love, and our place in the community, 
we'll find life's deeper meaning, they say, and be happier. 

But there's nothing particularly shocking in these assertions, any 
one of a thousand self-help books would tell you the same thing. 
So why do we need to be told again? 

It seems the hardest thing to do is to change someone's mind 
about what they want. Usually it's only through harsh experience 
that we begin to learn: we get what we desire, find that our 
needs are not met, and only then, if we're smart and somewhat 
analytical, do we begin to question, and perhaps change. 

This is clearly the case with the desire for material goods. You 
can see it if you flip through generations: a man born in poverty 
spends his life making money and providing every comfort to his 
son, but the son grows up wishing his dad spent more time with 
him, and determines to raise his own child differently. You can 
see it if you look around 
the world: ask a typical 
woman in Ghana if she'd 
be happy in a house with a 
refrigerator and a television, 
and chances are she'll say, 
yes indeed. Yet millions 
upon millions of women in 
America are miserable with 
all that and more. 

You can't deny people 
the chance to try the 
material road to happiness, 
if that’s what they're set 
on. You can only hope that 
once they've been on it 
for a while they'll realize. 
there's no end in sight, and 
Step off onto a footpath 
that leads in an entirely 
different direction. 

Eliza Strickland 
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ISLAMIC ECONOMICS 


PICTURE IT, IN THE NOT-TOO-DISTANT FUTURE, THE US 
economy is teetering after decades of debt accumulation. 

Paper transactions and excess consumption carry on 
relentlessly despite the growing depletion of real capital. 
Speculation spirals out of control just as banks start calling 
back their credit. Policymakers disregard financial prudence in 
their pursuit of Pax Americana, And then a worldwide plague 
or a terrorist attack provides the tipping point for 

total economic collapse. 

What then? Will economists have learned any lessons? 

To answer this, we might begin by examining the ethics of 
capitalism. Or rather the lack thereof. Capitalism is famous for 
being free of moral considerations. To neo-liberal economic 
guru Milton Friedman, the expectation that business bears any 
“social responsibilities is a fundamentally subversive doctrine.” 
Capital's only expectation is to increase profits. As a result, we 
operate in an economy where business administration students 
€ taught that “greed is good,” competition is stressed over 
solidarity, and the poor are left largely to fend for themselves. 

In light of this moral vacuity, it doesn’t come as a surprise 
that the world’s rich have rigged the global economic 
game in their favor. People in the north sit back and enjoy 
their treasures while their southern neighbors struggle to 
survive, Even ostensibly well-intentioned efforts to alleviate 
global poverty like the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) manage to make things worse. Since the 
establishment of these financial institutions 60 years ago, the 
income gap between the first and third world has widened, 
and today 1.5 billion people live on an income of less than 
$1 a day. 

The people of Argentina know all about the dark side of 
World Bank/1mr prescriptions. They don't need to imagine 
what an economic collapse might look like. In 2002, after 
years of following directives to deregulate markets, reduce 
public spending, and liberalize trade, Argentina found itself in 
a financial mess. A country that had been trumpeted as a great 
success found itself reeling as austerity measures caught up, 
investors got scared, profits fled the country, and the national 
debt-load mushroomed. Argentinians watched helplessly 
as their banks were closed and their savings evaporated. 

World Bank prescriptions elsewhere have been equally 
devastating. Under Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPS), 
developing countries have been required to devalue their 
currencies, slash their civil services, privatize state assets, and 
remove price controls and import tariffs designed to protect 
local industries, In a country like Zambia, the effects have been 
so overwhelmingly negative that many people are convinced 
sap stands for “Satani ali pano” (Satan in our midst). Thanks 
to the World Bank, young children often can’t attend public 
school because fees are required, purchasing power has taken 
a nosedive thanks to the devaluation of the currency, and 
curable diseases are left untreated because of depleted health 
services. The policies have literally killed people. Even the bank 
is conscious of the dark cloud hovering over its saps and has 











changed their name to Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers. 

The irony of course is that rich countries force poor ones 
to open up their markets and liberalize their trade policies 
but don't adhere to their own exhortations. Perhaps the most 
egregious example of this is the $300 billion doled out in farm 
subsidies every year by the EU and the US. With so many 
third world inhabitants engaged in subsistence farming, the 
elimination of agricultural protectionism would do wonders 
for southern economies. 

Can such a corrupted economic system be redeemed? 

‘The World Trade Organization has chided the US for its cotton 
subsidies, and Americans may eventually be forced to abide 

by their free trade rhetoric, but such minor corrections will do 
little ro improve the long-term prospects for global economic 
justice. Any real effort to address third world poverty will 
require a sweeping economic paradigm shift. And a cataclysmic 
collapse might be the only way to bring that about, But what 
if, up from the ashes, a new economy infused with a moral 
compass emerged? 

The growing discipline of Islamic economics hints at the 
potential to hardwire an economy with ethical considerations, 
For centuries, Muslims have blended economic principles 
with religious law, known as sharia, In the past few decades, 
this synthesis has evolved into a formal system of Islamic 
economics. Under this arrangement, the basic framework of 
the economy is left up to the market, but it is also organized 
around ethical investment rules that prohibit putting money 
into companies that profit from alcohol, gambling, tobacco, 
weapons or pork-related products. Islamic economics also 
mandate participatory arrangements between capital and labor 
and a ban on interest. This rule stems from the understanding, 
that since Allah determines the failure of a financial venture, 
the borrower should not be the sole bearer of the cost. 

As formalized Islamic economics has gained adherents, 
Islamic financial institutions (rris) have enjoyed enormous 
growth rates. iris engage in real economic activity - as opposed 
to passive speculation — and make money work as capital, not 
debt. Even though Islamic banks are beholden to principles 
of social responsibility that make them less profit-driven than 
western interest-based banks, they have proven to be quite 
lucrative. There is even an International Islamic Financial 
Market charged with charting the course for about 200 Islamic 
banks and financial institutions around the world. And the 
principles of Islamic economics don't just apply to banks. 
Sharia insurance firms are also gaining popularity. 

Concepts like ‘no interest’ might seem fanciful to western 
skeptics, but an economy with a moral code could provide a 
refreshing relief for the world’s poor. Unfortunately, it might 
take an economic collapse to make it happen. But once we've 
dusted ourselves off and begun to rebuild, there will be no 
place for neo-classical financial thinking. Thankfully our 
Muslim brethren will be ready to provide us with the tools 
for an alternative system. 























Nicholas Klassen 


መ from the White House 85 
been! yon mit just go about your 
Business of being Americ 
ing happiness, spending your 12 cuts, 
enjoying the Super Bowl halftime 
Show, buying a new Hummer, and 

war to our volunteer Army. 

| No sacrifices required, no new taxes 
to pay for this long-term endeavor, 
and no need to reduce our gasoline 
| consumption, even though doing so 
Would help take money away frora the 
forces of Islamist intolerance that аго 
Killing our soldiers. No, we are 50 rich 
Kad so strong and so right, we can win 
this war without anyone other than 


the armed forces paying any price or 
bearin 


g any burden. 


, pursu- | 


A desperate enemy is a " 

perate enemy is also a dangerous enemy “and our work may become more difficult 
before it is finished. No one ls sts 
itis finished. No one can predict all the hazard that lie ahead, or the costs the: 


will bring. Yet. in this conflict, there is no safe alternative to resolute 


ure in Iraq would be unthinkal 


action. The conse 
quences of fa ту 
1 ble. Every friend of America 


and Iraq would 
rison and murder as a new tra 


be betrayed to 


anny arose. Every enemy of America and the 


world would celebrate. pi | 
y would celebrate, proclaiming our weakness and decadence, and usin that victory to 
a new generation of Killers. | 





W. Bush, April 13. 2004 
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IF THE LEADERS OF NATIONS COULD SPEAK THEIR MINDS, 
unedited, what might they say? On the topic of the United States, 
Je would probably hear a lot of resentment for its foreign policy, 
its cultural domination, and its conditional support for freedom and 

democracy. In the old days, they spoke out at a price. Venezuela's 
Hugo Chavez did just that, and the White House backed a 
'oup against him; French opposition in the UN saw french fries 
ransformed into freedom fries. But times seem to be changing. 
There is an outbreak of loose talk across Europe and Latin 
America, where Castro, Chavez and Lula have been joined by 
Argentina's president Nestor Kirchner; all lefties, all dedicated to 


they already have. 

Contrarian European voices were augmented by the election 
of Spanish socialist Prime Minister Jose Luis Zapatero. Once 
confirmed into office, he supported his troops by getting them the 
hell out of Iraq, calling the occupation a "fiasco" and promising 
they would never return under US authority. "Combating terrorism 
with bombs, with operations of shock and awe, with Tomahawk 
missiles, is not the way to beat terrorism; not like that," he said. 
The Polish president also expressed a bitter taste over Iraq, 
suggesting that the Bush Administration had lied about WMDs. 
South Korea was talking softer about the deception, but the 


building an alternative power bloc to US hegemony. How long 
before right wing politicians proclaim a Latin "axis of evil"? In fact, 


HE WORLD WANTS KERRY 
Е СОМЕ BACK TO GLOBAL ELECTION COVERAGE FOLKS, I'M VUSI NGUBANE IN 
Johannesburg. We've been witnessing an unprecedented landslide for Democrat 
andidate John Kerry tonight. Reports throughout Asia indicate a massive victory for Kerry 
there . . uh, okay, hold on, I'm getting a report here . . - and yes, John Kerry has officially 
Iswept most of Europe, in line with our exit polls. Mr. Bush managed to hold seats in 
Estonia, Latvia and Slovakia, former Soviet ridings. No real surprise there. 
So let's recap here. As already reported the whole of Africa, aside from Nigeria, has 
ioted Kerry. In North America, both Canada and Mexico have chosen Kerry by significant 
margins. Now, Bush has managed to retain his seat in the United States – he was the 
incumbent after all; he has also taken victory in both Israel - by a huge 30-point margin 
and Kuwait, a country that still has warm feelings for his father. But despite his recent 
ork in the Middle East, a crucial swing vote region, Bush has failed to garner any more 
support. It has been a sweep for Kerry. 

Hold on a minute . . . I'm getting word here that Sanjeev Chatterjee, our man on the 
ground in India, is ready. Can you hear me, Sanjeev? 

Yes | can Vusi. A huge voter turnout here has seen a backlash against Bush for 
[supporting India's bitter enemy, Pakistan. It's been an overwhelming victory for Kerry, 
[surprising even seasoned India watchers. 

Thanks, Sanjeev . . . oh, are we ready for that now? Okay, we now go live to Moscow, 
land Russian correspondent, Sasha Larionov. Sasha. 

Hi Vusi. I'm here in Moscow where the election numbers have just been posted. A 70 
percent win for Kerry over the incumbent George Bush. People behind me here in Red 
Square are celebrating loudly in the streets (background: "Kerry, Kerry!"). Back to you Vusi 


murmur was still heard: J'accuse! 
Jordan's King Abdullah snubbed Bush for his support for 


Israel's retention of some West Bank 
settlements by abruptly cancelling an 
official visit. Egypt criticized Bush's stance 
id cancelled plans to send members of 
parliament to Israel for the twenty-fifth 
niversary of Camp David. Even Kuwait, 
America’s Closest Arab ally, voiced concern 
ith US reluctance to condemn Israeli 
assassinations. Muhammad al-Saqir, head 
pf the foreign affairs committee in Kuwait's 
parliament, said: “They say that Hamas is a 
errorist organization, but the truth is that 
israel is a terrorist state." 
And in America's backyard, Lula and 
irchner, representing South America's 
/0 largest economies, released "The 
Declaration of Cooperation on Cooperation 


neoliberal economic directives imposed 
рп Latin America - and demands that 
international financial institutions 
act “sensibly” and stop sabotaging 
;ountries' internal needs for sustainable 
development. Lula and Kirchner called on 
ruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru and Chile 
to sign up. Brazil also announced that 
hanks to strong foreign reserves, it can 
afford not to renew an IMF loan this year 
for the first time in seven years. Meanwhile, 
ula noted that some countries had 
decided to unite against rich nations’ farm 
subsidies, posing an “extraordinary force" 
jainst the EU and the US. The talk may 
loose, but the action is firm - and may 
аме only just begun 
Ben Landis| 





[BEFORE BUSH, 9/11, AFGHANISTAN, 

IMD and Iraq, the need to deal with the 
[compromised media system in the US 
didn't seem urgent. We got by ignoring 

he hype, knowing the bias and slant, and 
deconstructing the commercialism 

he corporate agenda distorted the news 
like some filthy funhouse mirror, but 

till, we managed. Back then, news and 
information didn't seem like life or death 
issues. But then the situation changed. 

From the shifty 2000 US election, 9/11, 

the PATRIOT Act, and the “War on Terror,” 
stories emerged that the American 
people needed to understand and face. 
[No longer could we afford not to know. 
For the first time in a long time, media 
land information really mattered. So, we 
turned to Murdoch's Fox and Turner's CNN 
for answers, and found retired generals 
ind pundits calling for aggression. When 
it came to real news, the conglomerates 
[couldn't deliver. They sold the world 

MD. They sold us a connection between 
Saddam and 9/11. They sold us lies. We 

еге hoodwinked, duped. Not surprisingly, 
a country soon went to war behind its 
president. 

For this, there 
came some 


grassroots activist groups, the fight was 
unprecedented. On September 3rd, the 
Third Circuit US Court of Appeals stayed 
the FCC's new rules - making them 
unenforceable until a court review was 
completed. This small victory was only the 
Start. Today, a media movement has been 
born in America: its raison d'etre is 

to reverse media concentration and stand 
up to the information conglomerates. 

Many place blame for journalism's 
blatant failures of late squarely on 
shoulders of the Bush administration. 

It has, after all, shown an affinity for 
secrecy - the private 9/11 testimonies, 

for instance, or the ban on photographs 
showing coffins of dead American soldiers 
that is nothing short of censorship. And 
thanks partly to spin masters like Karl Rove, 
a great deal of reporting gets done on the 
White House's terms. Add Bush's with- 
us-or-against-us journalist policy, and this 
theory has some truth. 

But others argue that it's the media's job 
to get the story, to reveal the truth. Amy 
Goodman, a journalist with Democracy 
Now! says that in this key role, "the media 
has done a disservice to the country.” 


Indeed, mainstream outlets failed 
miserably in their chorused rollovers to the 
GOP Terence Smith, a correspondent with 
PBS recently admitted as much to USA 
Today. According to him, the pendulum 
swung toward "cautious coverage" 
from 9/11 until Bush declared, "Mission 
accomplished," last May. Disturbing. 

But the issue is even more serious, 
With problems running far deeper than 
powerful conglomerates, a media savvy 
administration and feeble journalism. Our 
information delivery systems everywhere 
need a radical rethink. The gatekeepers 
who control what we see, hear and read 
have rigged the game: they decide content, 
deny access to citizens, and refuse to 
be held accountable. We can't even 
speak out against them on our publicly- 
owned airwaves. Just like in the US, our 
global media has a disease that attacks 
the root of our democracy: the basic 
right to communicate. We understand 
this finally. Now, the fight is on. Join the 
movement: <www.mediacarta.org>,<www. 
mediareform.net», «www.mediaaccess. 
Org», «www.crisinfo.org». 

Tim Walkei 


serious blowback. 
[ arrived mid- 
12003 in the form 
lof a movement to 
stop the Federal 
Communications 
Commission (FCC) 


and control even 
more of the 


joalition, including 
Free Press, 
ommon Cause, 
and hundreds of 


AS THE US ELECTION MOVES INEXORABLY INTO VIEW, 

hat of the candidates’ foreign policy positions? Let's 
[start with that millionaire Yale graduate hogging the 

eadlines: in January 2003, he warned that "the threat 
of Saddam Hussein with weapons of mass destruction 
is real.” He believes that the US is now safer because 
of Saddam Hussein's capture. He says: "We must never 
retreat from having the strongest military in the world.” 
And he stresses: “Look, l'm prepared to take any action 

ecessary to protect the country, and I'm prepared to 
act unilaterally if we have to.” 

That's right: John Kerry has been beating the drums 
of war and he likes how they sound. Bush versus 

¡ore in 2000 was characterized as a fight between 
weedledum and Tweedledee; maybe not the best 

omparison given Bush's subsequent aggressively 
‘ight wing domestic agenda. But in 2004, Bush and 

erry virtually finish each other's lines when it comes 
[o maintaining Fortress America. 

Kerry, like Bush, supports the recent Bush-Sharon 
plan to ignore UN resolutions and keep illegal 
Settlements on Palestinian land, along with Israel's 
"right to defend itself against terrorists" (including 


targeted assassinations that also kill innocent civilians) 
He wants to go further than Bush in Iraq by sending up 
to 40,000 more troops to build a "stable, peaceful and 
pluralistic society." Like Bush, he has no exit strategy 

if the Iraqis fail to sign on to the neocon vision for 
their country. He also mimics Bush's uncompromising 
stance on Cuba, and has vilified Venezuela's embattled 
leader Hugo Chavez for his "close relationship" with 
Castro. He even thinks Bush should go further in the 
war on terror. 

The only real difference between the men is in 
Kerry's "muscular internationalism" = i.e., he's not 
always going to ignore the UN. But Clinton claimed to 
be similarly multilateral and he bombed a Sudanese 
medicine factory. No Democrat president has failed to 
become more hawkish once in power. Historically, they 
have more blood on their hands than their Republican 
counterparts. Just like Bush, Kerry's alliances in the 
continuing war on terror will be ones of convenience, 
not principle. And when push comes to shove, and the 
next war is announced, if you're not with Kerry, you'll 
be against him. 





BACK AT THE RANCH, WHILE THE WORLD 
focussed on Iraq, President Bush funneled 
10.2 billion more into a program that 
ould make Star Wars a reality. Hardly 
anyone noticed. 
By incessantly pushing National Missile 
Defense (NMD), Bush is strong-arming 
a global community horrified by the 
implications of the US withdrawal from the 
[1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty. While the 
technology has yet to go online - after its 
numerous test failures - NMD's political 
ramifications are already reshaping future 
lobal strategic alliances. The US strategy 
to keep its allies on-side during this shake- 
up is Theater Missile Defense, This system 
[could see Washington spending billions to 
[defend allies like Australia, Japan, Israel, 
India and South Korea with regional missile 
[defense batteries. But don't forget about 
the ‘coalition of the unwilling’ comprising 
hina, France, Germany, North Korea, 
Iran and others, They see NMD not as a 
defense initiative but as a threat. Beijing 
in particular fears US NMD will negate its 
regional hegemony (bluntly: its power over 
faiwan). The ММО system has been sold 
to Americans by playing up threats from 
[so-called rogue states, namely Kim Jong-il's] 
[North Korea. But is there another reason? 
Perhaps. Many see NMD as the first 
strategic face-off between the US and 
China. That would best explain US NMD 
spending of close to $56 billion considering] 
Kim's "threat" of one-and-a-half nuclear 
eapons and five “cottage industry” 
rockets. China, on the other hand, is 
currently modernizing its nuclear arsenal 
ith 6,000-nautical-mile DF-31 missiles. 
But then consider Russia's recent 
development of a “revolutionary” 
hypersonic missile that can penetrate 
INMD technology. They've heralded it as 
he “asymmetric” (or cheap) response to 
INMD. If this is starting to sound like an 
undeclared cold war, well, that’s what it 
looks like, too. Countries are scrambling, 
quietly, to find stability in the madness. 
Mutually assured destruction used to 
provide balance, but a successful ММО 
trategy could upset that equilibrium 
jor good. 


Further signaling a coming paradigm 
shift is the US Air Force's recent release 
of the "Transformation Flight Plan,” a de 
facto announcement of the militarization 
of space. Its goals for space "bombers," 
something called “hypervelocity rod 
bundles,” could make the Star Wars movies 
science non-fiction. 

The Bush administration was more 


focused on NMD before 9/11 than anything] 
else. They're not about to let the ball 
drop now. Their most poisonous legacy 
— of turning space into a battlefield — is 
gathering pace and the world is bracing for 
a showdown. But nobody will call it a cold 
war. That's so last century. 

Timothy Querengessei 


/AR IS GOOD FOR BUSINESS. IN THE CASE OF IRAQ, NOT ONLY ARE DESTRUCTION AND 
death profitable, so is reconstruction. And when your friends send untendered contracts 

orth hundreds of millions of dollars your way, it's hard to be a dove. These days, the fresh] 
take on war profiteering is private soldiers. While mercenary activity had been declining, 
the trend toward outsourcing has brought it back in vogue. There are 15,000 to 20,000 
private military contractors in Iraq, more than the entire British troop contingent. They 
protect oil fields, man checkpoints and - most infamously - interrogate prisoners. Since 
hey fall outside the jurisdiction of Iraqi and US military law, their presence raises question: 
lof accountability. But their standing in the field of war is also unclear. Are they soldiers or 
noncombatants? Technically they're neither, and by purposely inserting civilians into the 
field of combat, the Pentagon has set a dangerous precedent. If soldiers know that some 

ivilians are armed, then all civilians become targets. 


/ORLD LEADERS COULD LEARN A THING OR TWO ABOUT CONFLICT RESOLUTION FROM 
eorgian president Mikhail Saakashvili. Last year he helped topple Eduard Shevardnadze, 
armed with little more than words and roses. This May, he used the same nonviolent 
actics to send a rebel leader packing. Soviet-era relic Aslan Abashidze had been running 
jeorgia's Ajaria province as a semi-autonomous personal fiefdom since 1991. His control 
of the public purse strings afforded him a lavish lifestyle - he reportedly spent $20,000 a 
month to care for his 200-plus pets - and his regime crushed dissents. When Saakashvili 
ame to power, he promised to end corruption and re-establish a unified Georgia. A clash 
ith Abashidze was inevitable, but while Abashidze resorted to blowing up the bridges 
;'onnecting Georgia to Ajaria, Saakashvili insisted that their differences could be resolved 
ithout violence. The country braced for civil war, but Abashidze backed down, and soon 
Saakashvili held a rose in front of supporters in Ajaria telling politicians around the world 
to take heed of the peaceful end to the conflict. 


ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI IS NO DOVE. AS JIMMY CARTER'S NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR, 

е took a tough stance toward the Soviet Union and fuelled fanatic Islamism in order to 
promote US interests in Afghanistan. Despite all that, Brzezinski was never a unilateralist, 
рпа he recently released a book that critiques the Bush doctrine and calls on the US to 
'ecommit itself to international cooperation. In The Choice, Brzezinski argues that instead 
bf relying on preemptive war and shaky, ad hoc coalitions, American security is best 
preserved by multilateral initiatives and adherence to international law. He also insists that 
Americans should address global poverty if they really want to be safer, going so far as to 
recommend they make “sacrifices for the global good." It's hard to imagine Bush applying 
Pny of Brzezinski's prescriptions, but with his divisive neocon agenda on the ropes, 

егісап foreign policy is ripe for renewal. 
Nicholas Klassen] 





[WHAT DO YOU THINK WHEN YOU HEAR 
ithe word “America”? The Statue of Liberty, 
lor despicable images of torture? The core 
[cultural values of the US brand - optimism 
land democracy - are eroding with the 
lreverberating damage of the prison 
pictures, Commentators are saying it will 
[take "50 years” to rebuild goodwill, but 
Brand America was already in trouble. 
“Hostility towards America has reached 
shocking levels,” a panel appointed by 
[George Bush said in September last year. 
Opinion polls from the Pew Research 
Center this March confirmed that US 
image was poor in both Western and 
[Muslim countries. 


Success for the Rainforest Action Network after a four-year campaign: Citigroup, 
ithe world's largest bank, has signed up to an environmental policy that will see it 
jexamining its role in climate change, investing in sustainable forestry and renewable 
energy, and restricting investments that would damage endangered ecosystems. 


[The Wal-Mart backlash continues, after voters in Inglewood, California, overwhelmingly 
rejected its sponsored ballot initiative to build a superstore the size of 17 football fields. 
[The scheme had already been rejected by the Inglewood City Council. Meanwhile, 
[concerned citizens in Chicago, Illinois, have managed to repeatedly delay Wal-Mart's 
plans to build its first stores in the city. 


п a major victory for anti-GE crop protestors in the UK, biotech giant Bayer CropScience 
has withdrawn its application to grow Chardon LL in the UK. Bayer's retreat will likely delay 
the commercial cultivation of GE crops in Britain until at least 2008. 


Who's going to save it? Not the 
[Bush administration that, according to 
former State Department official Cari 
Eggspuehler, is "not a credible messenger 
. . . the rest of the world sees its [words] 
las propaganda.” Communication skills 
fare, she snorts, “lost on the federal 
government." That may explain the 
recent resignation of Margaret Tutwiler, who was in charge of 
overhauling public diplomacy efforts at State, following two other 
resignations in the same area last year. Her job will not be filled 
until well into 2005, demonstrating how much Team Bush cares 
about the US image. 

Enter the private sector and the “Task Force to Mobilize 
(American Business for Public Diplomacy,” for which Eggspuehler 
lis now executive director. (They ditched government involvement 
after a power struggle between State and the White House over 
Idirection.) The project, she says, is about "reducing anti-US 
sentiment.” Asking foreign nationals for their views on the US — 
fat State you never got to do that, she said - gave them four areas 
ito think about. There was foreign policy, the negative impact of 
globalization, the pervasiveness of US culture, and “our collective 
personality . . . we are seen as arrogant and not listening." 

[one region described Americans as being “very amoral and too 
materialistic.” Yes, it was the Middle East. 

To counter these problems - “the root causes . . . not PR spin, 
[that's not going to change what people see on TV” - Eggspuehler 
[wants to see Americans being “sensitized,” increased newspaper 
readership, and a public and media that “pay attention” to the 
issues. It's like hearing Oprah explain Media Carta. At some 
point down the line Eggspuehler's task force wants to organize a 


[The one-stop resource on merchants of global conflict such as Halliburton, Lockheed 
Martin, and Raytheon, <www.warprofiteers.com> has been relaunched by CorpWatch. 
[The site features news updates, corporate profiles, an issues library, and activist toolkits. 


day for CEOs to answer concerns and complaints broadcast 
from around the world. The event's working title? "The Day 
America Listens.” 

But check that title again and what it means: business = 
America. As President Calvin Coolidge famously said, “the 
business of America is business.” These companies are worried 
that the continuing hatred of the US abroad will affect their 
bottom line. 

And they recognize that US outreach, and explanation of its 
values, helps protect national security. But their focus is still 
on the future, and the damage is being done now. A global 
survey by NOP World in early 2004 found that 10 percent fewer 
consumers used US brands compared with a year earlier. Non- 
American brand use remained stable. Only 31 percent of German 
consumers thought honesty was an American cultural attribute 
and in Saudi Arabia, the figure is just 23 percent. 

America is more widely loathed abroad than at any time since 
the Vietnam war, if not ever, and its ratings are still sinking like 
a stone. In the words of an Australian advertising executive: 
“America’s reputation may be so badly soiled that a rebranding 
exercise may be required. Rebuilding respect and affection for a 
brand called USA may be too hard. A brand called South Canada, 
on the other hand, has potential.” 


CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS OUR BUSINESS FIND OUT MORE REPRINT US 
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ADBUSTERS MAGAZINE 

With Adbusters magazine and our website we are 
searching for a new slick/subversive aesthetic to 
transcend the corporate aesthetic currently in vogue. 
Join us in this quest. We're selling 120,000 copies 
globally right now. Coming soon: a Spanish edition 
and expansion into Europe, Mexico and 

South America. 

Submit your visuals and writing to 
editor@adbusters.org: artdirector@adbusters.org, 
Want to see Adbusters in your local store? Email 
matthew@adbusters org, 


‘THE MEDIA FOUNDATION 

‘As the empire stumbles and Brand America™ loses 
Its cool, there is a rare opportunity for global regime 
change: a sudden reversal of the political, economic 
and cultural order. Visit <www.adbusters.org> and 
Join the ranks (70,000 and growing) of the worldwide 
Culture Jammers Network - one of many groups now 
working to pull off this coup. 





DESIGN ANARCHY 

What graphic design needs now is 10 years of total 
turmoil . . . 10 years of fuck-it-all anarchy. After 
that, maybe it will mean something again, stand for 
something again. <www.DesignAnarchy.org> 


Corporate Crackdown 


CORPORATE CRACKDOWN 

A three-strikes-and-you're-out law for corporate 
criminals, We need 373,816 signatures to get an 
initiative on the California ballot, so get organizing, 
<www.CorporateCrackdown.org> 





ABTV 

We're working toward a channel of the future: 

a visual and activist epiphany-making hub like 
по other. Send your best video/flash work to 
mark@adbusters.org and be a part from the start. 


BUY NOTHING DAY 

At the start of every Christmas season we throw 
a curveball into the heart of corporate capitalism. 
Millions of people from more than 60 countries 
participate -- by not participating. 
tim@adbusters.org. 
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MEDIA CARTA 
Four steps toward bringing down the corporate 
communication system and building a true media 
democracy. This is the human rights battle of our 
information age. 

Join the fight at <www.mediacarta.org>, 
ог contact tim@adbusters.org 


BLACKSPOT SNEAKER 
An anti-logo, an anti-corporation, that might 
just unswoosh Nike and change the way 
capitalism works. 

Pre-orders, store orders and investment 
opportunities at <www.BlackspotSneaker.org>. 


UNBRANDAMERICA.ORG 
This July 4th, with full-page ads in the New York 
Times and 30-second mind bombs exploding on CNN, 
we point the finger at America's commercialization, 
corporatization and loss of revolutionary zeal. 

Email laura@adbusters.org if you would like to 
contribute to this campaign. 


reduction 
OF 
Meaning 


THE PRODUCTION OF MEANING 

Coming soon: a media literacy kit that teaches 
students how to jump over the great divide between 
the production and the consumption of meaning. 
Interested educators email laura@adbusters.org, 


Мы Pide 


MAD PRIDE 

A paradigm shift in the mental environmental 
movement. we implicate Big Pharma for its role in 
the toxification of our culture. Read more and post 
your ideas at <www.ProzacSpotlight.org>. 
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when it comes to US foreign policy and terrorist-like anger against America, 
thoughtful people can usually see the connection. But it’s the connection 
US foreign policy and American hedonism that people don't see 
t the dots. It's not just the government, the American 
licated in this, albeit blindly. 


Yours, 


NYVVVVVVV 


Jake Heinrichs 





FEATURE PHOTO SERVICE/NEWSCOM 


WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON BEING INFORMED CONSUMERS, 
making careful assessments of the items we purchase and 
how much we need them, and on comparison shopping for 
the best bargains. Some brands are selected more frequently 
than others, reflecting better value, better quality, or better 
marketing. We have lots of choices. 

Or do we? My argument is that what and how much we 
consume stems more from unconscious choices than from 
mindful deliberation, Mindfulness is the ongoing process 
of expanding one’s awareness to include stimuli that might 
otherwise be filtered out. With it, you can become aware of 
the kinds of biases to which your mind might typically be 
vulnerable. The cultivation of mindfulness can, I propose, 
make consumption more a matter of choice than of impulse 
clouded by the illusion of choice. It could be an antidote 
to consumerism, 

Mindfulness is enhanced by 
many meditation practices, 
but does not directly encourage 
quieting of the mind; rather, 
it fosters the awareness that 
everything that may arise in 
one's mind - be it a thought, 
an emotion, or a sensation 
= eventually dissipates. You 
simply note experiences as they 
occur, without clinging to or 
ascribing value to them. Such 
observation frees mental 
space and allows one to 
see that feelings — such as pain 
= need not dominate one's 
consciousness or be self- 
defining. 

Most consumer behavior is automatic. In general, people 
do not realize how much they consume or how much they 
have come to rely on consumption as a means of recreation 
or temporary fulfillment, because they examine neither their 
actions nor the underlying needs that are temporarily satiated 
by buying things. Advertising, in particular, uses nonconscious 
processes to make us want to consume based on our tendency 
to be automatic rather than mindful buyers. 

Mindfulness is a powerful antidote to this tendency. 

People can become more aware of psychological processes that 
previously may have been automatic, such as conditioning, and 
less susceptible to advertising gimmicks that prey on mindless 
processing of information. If people are more attentive to their 
own experiences, they will be able to choose more carefully 
what to buy and when to buy it and less liable to manipulation. 
This means understanding one's true needs (i.e., we really don't 
need everything that is marketed to us). 

Tam also concerned with the idea that the consumption of 
goods quickly but temporarily satisfies an underlying need 
for fulfillment. Psychologist Philip Cushman has argued that 
many of the ills of modern western society may be linked 





to inner emptiness, such as low self-esteem, conspicuous 
consumption, absence of personal convictions, drug abuse, 
and eating disorders. 

The empty self needs filling, so it is easy to influence and 
control. This is a major mechanism encouraging consumerism. 
Advertisers and major corporations seek to reassure or 
soothe us with products. Yet advertising offers an illusory 
cure. Advertising cannot create a web of meaning like a 
rich communal, shared culture can, and so it substitutes 
“lifestyle” solutions. 

Mindfulness means living in the moment. By learning to 
savor conscious experience as it happens, people can learn 
to appreciate the wonder of life and find a deeper sense of 
fulfillment with their daily lives, one that external pleasures 
= such as possessions, drugs or sex — cannot provide. As Pema 
Chódrón wrote: *Mindfulness is 
loving all the details of our lives, 
and awareness is the natural 
thing that happens: life begins 
to open up, and you realize that 
you're always standing at the 
center of the world.” 

Typically, mindfulness training, 
involves extended contemplative 
practice, but it need not be 
Buddhist or spiritual. One simple 
way of cultivating mindfulness is 
to sit quietly and to concentrate 
on the breath coming in and out 
of your body. If your attention 
wanders to a thought, then do 
not engage with it, simply note 
the sensation and return to the 
breath. Another is to engage in a body scan, moving one’s 
attention down the body, from head to toe and attending to the 
various sensations. Various movement practices, such as certain 
types of yoga, also encourage mindful awareness. 

Ultimately these ideas must be brought into the educational 
setting; children can be taught methods for mindful thinking 
and awareness of consumerism. Research underway now is 
attempting to show that children are happier and healthier 
if these principles are encouraged when they are young. 

When we are more aware of our thoughts, feelings, and 
actions, it becomes more difficult for us to ignore the feelings 
and circumstances of others. In this way, increased mindfulness 
lays the foundation for increased compassion. Mindfulness and 
compassion work together here: When we are truly awake and 
open our hearts to the conditions of others, we cannot ignore 
the effects of mass consumption. At that point it is hard not 
to act. 





Adapted with permission from “Mindfulness and 
Consumerism” by Erika L. Rosenberg in Psychology and 
Consumer Culture, edited by Tim Kasser and Allen D. Kanner. 
Copyright © 2004 by the American Psychological Association 
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MY NEIGHBOR DANIEL MONTOYA IS À LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. 
He's an older man, well built, and wears his white hair drawn 
back in a ponytail like a surfer. Our houses face each other 
across a not-quite-four-lane street, so we're neighbors in only 
the loosest sense, The street would be intolerable except it 
dead-ends in a T a few blocks from here. 

Last week, Montoya cut down the large plane tree that had 
shaded his house forever and had it hauled away. No notice 
to anyone in the neighborhood. I only had time to retrieve a 
couple of logs for the fireplace and then the tree’s remnants 
were gone, 

For a day or two, the sun glared back at us, reflected by the 
bare adobe walls. Nothing but a pile of dirt where the tree 
had been. Not dirt exactly, more like mulch, 1 found, when 
1 ran my fingers through it. I was going to take a couple of 
shovelfuls for my garden but my 
wife said I had to ask Montoya 
first. 1 don’t know him that well, 
I told her. “You don't know him 
at all,” she replied. 

Then a second group of men 
arrived and started unloading 
palm trees from a truck. Once the trees were unloaded, 
and planted in the ground, it all looked quite elegant: the raised 
mound had become a tropical island, the four palm trees, 

ach a different height, the perfect finishing touch. We weren't 
staring at a bare wall anymore. 

1 thought it made a perfect advertisement for Montoya's 
business and told my wife so. She agreed for once. “But does 
he need the sign?” 

The sign, “Daniel Montoya, Landscape Architect,” 
accompanied by his telephone number in black letters large 
enough to be read across an-almost-four-lane street, didn’t 
really belong in a residential neighborhood. But I wasn’t the 
one who reported him to city hall. It was probably the woman 
who owned the property next to his, or maybe the couple who 
live kitty-corner to my own house. 

Montoya visited me the next day, after the city came and 
told him to take his sign down. Apparently, his wife didn't feel 
that just because you and your neighbor have never spoken 
that it always has to be that way. “Do you think it's 














LAST WEEK, MONTOYA CUT DOWN 
THE LARGE PLANE TREE THAT HAD 
SHADED HIS HOUSE FOREVER 


fair?” he asked me. He was talking about the order from 
the city. I hemmed and hawed, but didn’t commit myself 
either way. 

“You've gor a sign,” he said. “You've had it for months. 
GROG. What does that mean?" 

*G R O G. Get rid of Garafalo." 

“Who's Garafalo?” 

“He's our no-good, crooked mayor.” 

That bit of information quieted him for a while, but not 
completely, of course. “Nonetheless, it's a sign.” 

“My sign’s political, protected by free speech. Yours is 








оп a side street. Yours is right out on Lake where 
everyone who drives by can see it.” Teach him to argue with 
me; I’ve too much experience 
arguing with my wife. 

“What would it take to get you 
on my side when I go before the 
city council?” 

I told him. 

A sign spelling out 8 0 6 
showed up on his property, tacked to a palm tree, the next day. 

The day after that he added a sign that said "Save the 
Wetlands." We all knew where that sign came from: that 
noscy next-door neighbor of his who had probably caused his 
problem in the first place. She was always shoving petitions in 
our faces, and her car was a moving placard for environmental 
causes. 

He added several more signs during the following week. One 
pro-Republican, one pro-Democrat. The pro-Democrat sign 
made sense to me: Bush is a fool who is selling our country to 
the Arabs. But my wife said it was only fair they should have 
both. Then two of our neighbors posted notices concerning a 
joint garage sale, and the Cub Scouts piped in with the news of 
their paper drive. 

Of course, Montoya lost his appeal when it came up before 
the city council. By then you couldn't see the palm trees. Just 
all them damn signs. 






Phillip Good 
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STINGING NETTLES — Urtica Dioica 

= grow like weeds in the woods of the 
Pacific Northwest. Spring is the best time 
to collect the top 6-8 inches of the plant, 
before it flowers. You can dry it, or make 
fresh oil or vinegar infusions, tinctures, 
hair tonics or herbal drinks. 

Nettles have been used for centuries 
in medicines, cosmetics, dyes, teas, and 
also as an edible, calcium-rich green, 
like spinach. Roman soldiers stung 
themselves with nettles to keep warm 
in the cold winter, Some people treat 
arthritis pain with nettles, saying once 
the initial sting wears off, the pain relief 
lasts for hours. In the past, people have 
inhaled powdered nettle leaves like snuff 
to stop nosebleeds, as the astringent 
properties are said to help external and 
internal bleeding. Nettles reportedly 
curdle milk, and were used in cheese 
making in Judea. Nettles also make a 
nice yellowish-gray-green fabric dye 
when mixed with alum, Nettle fibers 
have been used to make rope, cloth 
and paper. Some people make nettle 
beer. There are warnings that ingesting 
large quantities of nettles can cause 
constipation, stomachache, skin burning 
and urinary problems. 

Nettles sting with little hairs under 
their jagged, heart-shaped leaves and on 
their stems. They don’t sting once they're 
boiled, and usually don’t once dried, 
but be careful. What stings is the formic 
acid and histamine on the hairs. Harvest 
the tops of nettles with scissors, gloves, 
and caution. You can put string up 




















between two corners of your home and 
hang them up to dry. Once dried, the 
can be stored in containers for later use. 

Nettles are good for your hair. Pour 
one quart of boiling water over 10-20 
chopped fresh or dried nettle leaves, and 
let stand for 30 minutes. Strain, then put 
the liquid into a bottle to use as a hair 
rinse. If you can add some comfrey root 
or leaves with the nettles in the boiling 
water bath, your hair will be well- 
nourished from the nettles and silky soft 
from the comfrey. Shampoo and cream 
rinse as usual, then pour the nettle water 
over your hair and do not rinse it out. 
You can also pour heated vinegar over 
nettles, let it steep 30 minutes, then use 
it as a dandruff treatment. The vinegar 
stinks, so you may want to rinse that 
one out afterwards. The mixture stay: 
fresh for two or three days. Because of 
their astringent qualities, nettles can also 
be used for facial steams, and as a deep 
cleanser for oily skin. 

Nettle vinegar can be made by soaking 
fresh leaves in white vinegar. The vinegar 
leaches the calcium and other minerals 
out of the nettles. You can then sprinkle 
the vinegar on salads, veggies or stir fry, 
and it will be nourishing. Purple nettles 
will tint the vinegar a nice rose hue. 

You can steam young nettles picked in 
spring, just like kale or spinach. Use the 
leftover water as a hair rinse. You can 
add the leaves to soups, stews, and most 
any recipe calling for spinach. Nettles 
are high in calcium, iron, magnesium, 
chromium, potassium, and zinc, as 

















well as vitamins A, B, C, D, K and 
carotene. Nettles are said to nourish the 
adrenal glands. 

Nettle tea has been used traditionally 
as an arthritis treatment, as it supposedly 
breaks down uric acid crystals in join 
Nettles are also said to help expel mucus 
during colds, and to have diuretic 
properties. In Germany, the government 
has approved nettles as a treatment for 
urinary retention. Traditionally, nettles 
have been used to treat asthma, anemia, 
itchy skin, kidney and bladder infections 
and stones, diarrhea, dandruff, and to 
rehydrate vaginal tissues by drinking the 
tea and using it for sitz baths, Nettle tea 
also makes a delicious, nutritious drink 
just to sip. 

Wild plants do not cost money. 

They can be hand-harvested, hand-dried, 
and used for better health and beauty, 
for free. Most Americans raised in cities 
cannot identify basic, wild, edible and 
medicinal plants. This is a shame. To 
reconnect with the Earth, pick nettles to 
help you appreciate the gifts the Earth 
gives us. Use nettles to replenish your 
blood and tissues. Take some time out in 
the sun to harvest plants in the woods. 
It is anti-capitalist, empowering, fun, 
and best of all, free. 











Kirsten Anderberg 


Kirsten Anderberg is an activist writer, 
street performer and mother from 
Seattle. Her work bas appeared in Utne 
Reader Online, ZNet Youth 

Watch and Alternet.org. 
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“Occupation in 1 Breath Time.” 1 Breath Time to escape the tear-gas grenades and 1 Breath Time 
to paint. Created in the midst of clashes in Biddu, a Palestinian village near Jerusalem 





Hold your breath, but keep reading. Here's what you'll experience: as your heart continues 
beating, it converts inhaled oxygen into carbon dioxide. With no way out, the CO, 
concentrates in the blood, raising its acid levels. You feel this first as fullness or saturation, 
then light-headedness, possibly altered vision, an inability to focus on these words, and 

a growing sense of desperation. Eventually your nervous system overrides the brain, 
triggering an uncontrollable impulse to suck in sweet, precious air. If it doesn't, you 

pass out. 

For Israeli artist Emilio Mogilner, this experience offers an unflinchingly direct 
metaphor. we, as a people and as a planet, are on our last gasp. We're facing suffocation 
- environmentally, politically, even spiritually - and how we live our final breath is the 
essential question. Mogilner's artistic practice centers on what he calls "1 Breath Time" 
through the course of a single breath, he lunges desperately with paint brushes, frantically 
filling large canvases with expressionistic gestures and multicolored representational 
images. When the air runs out, sometimes resulting in a loss of consciousness, the 
painting is complete. His message is literal (the body's overdose of carbon dioxide 
parallels the processes of the greenhouse effect) as well as symbolic, but the method 
circumvents logic, he says. As oxygen dwindles and the body kicks into survival mode, 
the art becomes primal. 

While he likens his artmaking to the survival instincts of a West Bank protester dodging 
a teargas canister, Mogilner's inspiration for 1 Breath Time arises from more personal 
sources. In 2001, an Israeli gunman shot him at point-blank range with an M16 rifle, ripping 
his right arm off at the shoulder. Drifting toward death, he had a vision of his daughter's 
face and, renewed, picked up his arm and ran to the hospital, where it was reattached. 
With the intifada raging, he gave up painting, finding it an impotent act in such troubled 
times. But a few words spoken by his brother changed all that: Breath is time. “And when 
he told me those words – boom - like from the sky, the same as when | saw the face of 
my little girl, | received a message: 1 Breath Time. This is the only breath that | have for 
survival,” says Mogilner. “This is the only breath that can lead the human race to social 
and environmental revolution.” 

Now Mogilner and a team of 1 Breath Time artists lead workshops with children and 
adults – Arab and Israeli alike — to help them tap into their “survival momentum," the 
visual expression of their urgent final mission. When the breath is gone, says Mogilner, 
the painting is finished. But watching him create his work, it's easy to ponder a hopeful 
beginning: the human race's last gasp has a striking resemblance to a newborn's fierce 


struggle for its first breath. 
Paul Schmelzer 








Our highly qualified staff will connect you to machines that 
maintain blood flow and oxygen levels. This prevents the brain 
from dying while your body is cooled to a point at which it 

no longer requires oxygen. Your blood is then replaced with 

a liquid preservative designed specifically to support life at 

low temperature. Once this process is complete, your body is 
immersed in silicone oil and lowered to -79°C. We then transfer 
you to a liquid nitrogen-filled chamber for further cooling. 

Over the next two weeks, you are lowered to a temperature of 
-196°C. You will then be ready for long-term storage. You will 
remain frozen until science has achieved complete control over 
biological processes. At that time, you will be thawed and your 
ailments treated. You will have a fresh lease on life, in a new, 
more advanced world where aging has been abolished. 


We'll wrap your body in a woolen shroud without any embalming 
fluids. You will be buried in a place on the forest floor that you 
have chosen. Your family may want to perform a ceremony 
there. You can be buried in a casket if you like, but it must be 
made of wood, wicker, or bamboo. Ultimately, everything must 
decompose, so if you do choose to have a casket, it can't 
contain any metal or other non-biodegradable material. Once 
your body is laid down in the earth, the displaced dirt is filled 

in and the topsoil is replaced. You can mark the grave with an 
inconspicuous, discreet wood carving instead of a headstone or 
Plastic flowers. Over time, the carving will return to the soil just 
like your body. You can also plant your favorite tree over 

the grave. That way, your remains will provide nourishment for 
the growing sapling, and you will feed new life. 
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You Ju 4 ot geist ጐ፡ ሣ has lied h you Tt fells ee Wet JE пеше 


tt (tel ДШ Tt hus turned you Into a Consumer осї 


Tt makes yu wan ` 
u do mb relly exit 


Var e must die Dat hang onto ዘ Lel #ፆ of Ja body b. IF | 


' ቱጦጐ wile never የጣዛ de 


Look at the mess tl 
of doublespeak have got 
into now. 


Don't take this personally, Rupert 
but you've grown too big and too 
powerful. For the sake of the pub 
interest we're going to have to 
dismantle your media empire, 
and cut you down to size. 
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